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Dear Child Care Professionals of Georgia: 

I am writing today to share news that I am excited about.  Over the summer we 
convened two new CAPS advisory councils to listen to the experiences and needs of 
our two most important stakeholder groups, providers and families. 

CAPS is a large system. More than 50,000 children from about 35,000 families have 
active scholarships. More than 250 DECAL employees keep the system running, 
administering regular payments to almost 3,000 providers and processing more than 
66,000 scholarship applications in a year.  

For as long as CAPS has been housed at DECAL, we have created opportunities to collect input from sta14keholders,
and it has been important to me to establish an ongoing feedback loop so that we can keep our stakeholders in the
forefront as we make continuous updates to the system. 

I was surprised by the number of child care providers who applied to be on the provider council, and we are
grateful that so many of you expressed the willingness to take time from your busy days to collaborate with us. 
 
Both advisory councils have 12 members, two people from each of the six geographic regions around the state. The
provider council includes members from large corporate centers, smaller independent centers, and family
providers, from both rural and urban areas. 

In our first meeting with the provider council, we learned that you are very interested in the details of CAPS policies
and processes, and we began a dialogue that will lead to specific policy recommendations from providers. We also
committed to simplifying the language we use in our forms and letters to make these more accessible for providers
and families.

Thank you for your commitment to high-quality early education for all children. It is a privilege to serve you.

Sincerely,

 
Elisabetta Kasfir
Deputy Commissioner for Federal Programs

 Toll Free: 877-228-3566

 

“Children have never been very good at listening 
to their elders, but they have never failed to 

imitate them.”
-James Baldwin-



Emergency Drills
September was Emergency Preparedness Month, but October 
is just as active and now is the time to prepare! Georgia 
residents have recently passed the one year anniversary of the 
devastation caused by Hurricane Helene and we are presently 
in the middle of hurricane season.

Emergency drills are necessary to prepare children and staff on 
how to respond appropriately to numerous potential emergencies. “Other emergency situations” include,
but are not limited to, evacuation, shelter in place, and lockdown. Routine practice of emergency drills
fosters a calm, competent response to an emergency when it occurs. A child who is coached properly
ahead of time will have a better chance to be safe. Documentation ensures that all children are accounted
for, that emergency plans are conducted appropriately, and drills are carried out in a timely manner. 

Ensure that fire drills are conducted monthly, tornado and other emergency drills (i.e., lockdown drills/
shelter- in-place) are conducted every six months, and documentation of drills is maintained.

 Best Practices:
Practice drills at varying times to ensure that all children are familiar with procedures.
Practice drills on transportation vehicles to ensure that children and staff know how to respond if an
emergency occurs while they are present in the vehicle.
Inform parents whenever emergency drills take place in the program (i.e., send notes home, etc.).
Plan specifically for the evacuation of infants, toddlers, children with special needs and/or children
with chronic medical conditions. The program should be able to evacuate all children to a safe
location outside of the facility within two minutes or less of an emergency alarm.
Prepare children for emergency drills prior to practicing the drills.
Practice emergency drills using the same alarm that would be used during an actual emergency to
ensure children are familiar with the sound and know how to respond. Use a different sounding
alarm, such as a whistle, for a tornado drill versus a fire drill so that children and staff are not
confused about which type of emergency drill is taking place.
Notify the fire department and the fire alarm company prior to the practice of fire drills.

Check Out These Useful Resources: 

View Sample Emergency Drill Forms 

Georgia Statewide Child Care
Emergency Plan 

DECAL’s Child Care Emergency Plan
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Help Children Grow and Thrive !
Developmental Milestones are skills such as taking a first step, smiling for the first time, and waving "bye-
bye." Tracking these important milestones can help determine if a child’s development is on track, or if they
need extra support and intervention. To view expected developmental milestones for children of different
ages, download the Milestone Checklists by Age. There’s even an app for that!

https://www.decal.ga.gov/documents/attachments/FireandTornadoDrillForm_Center.pdf
https://www.decal.ga.gov/documents/attachments/FireandTornadoDrillForm_Center.pdf
https://www.decal.ga.gov/documents/attachments/DECALEmergplan.pdf
https://www.decal.ga.gov/documents/attachments/DECALEmergplan.pdf
https://www.decal.ga.gov/documents/attachments/DECALEmergplan.pdf
https://www.decal.ga.gov/BftS/GAStatewideChildCareEmergencyPlan.aspx
https://www.cdc.gov/act-early/resources/milestones-checklist-by-age.html
https://www.cdc.gov/act-early/milestones-app/index.html


 

Resources for Early Care and Education

 Consumer Product Safety Commission Children's
Products Recalls 
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As an early care and education provider, you are a
valuable resource to families! They look to you for
information on their child, and they trust you. CDC’s
Learn the Signs. Act Early. has FREE research-based,
family friendly resources on child development to help
boost family engagement and your own professional
development.

Childcare Weather Watch

Click here to learn more about the CDC

Enroll for CPSC Updates

The weather is changing and it may be a bit challenging planning outdoor activities. Download an Updated
Weather Chart to help you more easily plan your outdoor time. 

Check out these other weather-related resources:

Want to be proactive in ensuring the safety of
the children in your care? 

Sign up today to receive up-to-date email 
notifications whenever children's products 

are recalled by the Consumer Product Safety 
Commission (CPSC).

 

Use your zip code to access Air Now’s Air Quality data for your area. 

Access The National Weather Service’s Wind Chill/Heat Index and many other resources.

Caring for Our Children
The National Health and Safety Performance Standards

Guidelines for Early Care and Education Programs, 4th Ed. 

https://www.cdc.gov/act-early/early-childhood-educators/education.html
https://www.cpsc.gov/Recalls
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinkprotect.cudasvc.com%2Furl%3Fa%3Dhttps%253a%252f%252fwyfytlxab.cc.rs6.net%252ftn.jsp%253ff%253d001im9ynxy4em6iI_UVGtx9hb4e_h6CwqIfNiIEZ8pZW5ZIpaPncFurA077cfGFuG2a_BHKukrZQgeY0WgLDYTimrguWlDUrUbaTF_qJc8fDWWN8hvsOSs073izzFWNr4wO4F0WRcz5arWeTxtAIqQYHDmI1wFyCEbJd2n9cV2Fyf6UAXIKAVQ4KAixWuzlR-r3qgu2oWgYZZLPl-7Q6V8WZQ%253d%253d%2526c%253dBDOIzss5wP92T4yLI8-SQvGCBXn4nhJ1hfEdXdbsVoUcTh2dyIGsYg%253d%253d%2526ch%253d4jKw3MDDmR9cQhxOQDMiHQyrlArNR4VytO-2IbFjQKavaC3Lzl7kCg%253d%253d%26c%3DE%2C1%2CVlaCGrF2CHwRBl2uZjW5Fe37GFg5qm_ka-o2lmsFIIrbVyEXIkTMxA-dOzGus8tYCMP3XyAbg1LQ9NL6d4mQ7ZApYzNoc5o6R2qzSxPOSeyL8FnGfyk%2C%26typo%3D1&data=05%7C02%7CQPERKINS%40augusta.edu%7C30fef22ed2f046b2ac7308de0661b1b6%7C8783ac6bd05b4292b483e65f1fdfee91%7C0%7C0%7C638955213856826876%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Zy2kyR%2F2%2BYqLZ7DDIxn%2FKnExO%2BuuqKjpN7uAYMR%2FTg4%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinkprotect.cudasvc.com%2Furl%3Fa%3Dhttps%253a%252f%252fwyfytlxab.cc.rs6.net%252ftn.jsp%253ff%253d001im9ynxy4em6iI_UVGtx9hb4e_h6CwqIfNiIEZ8pZW5ZIpaPncFurA077cfGFuG2a_BHKukrZQgeY0WgLDYTimrguWlDUrUbaTF_qJc8fDWWN8hvsOSs073izzFWNr4wO4F0WRcz5arWeTxtAIqQYHDmI1wFyCEbJd2n9cV2Fyf6UAXIKAVQ4KAixWuzlR-r3qgu2oWgYZZLPl-7Q6V8WZQ%253d%253d%2526c%253dBDOIzss5wP92T4yLI8-SQvGCBXn4nhJ1hfEdXdbsVoUcTh2dyIGsYg%253d%253d%2526ch%253d4jKw3MDDmR9cQhxOQDMiHQyrlArNR4VytO-2IbFjQKavaC3Lzl7kCg%253d%253d%26c%3DE%2C1%2CVlaCGrF2CHwRBl2uZjW5Fe37GFg5qm_ka-o2lmsFIIrbVyEXIkTMxA-dOzGus8tYCMP3XyAbg1LQ9NL6d4mQ7ZApYzNoc5o6R2qzSxPOSeyL8FnGfyk%2C%26typo%3D1&data=05%7C02%7CQPERKINS%40augusta.edu%7C30fef22ed2f046b2ac7308de0661b1b6%7C8783ac6bd05b4292b483e65f1fdfee91%7C0%7C0%7C638955213856826876%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Zy2kyR%2F2%2BYqLZ7DDIxn%2FKnExO%2BuuqKjpN7uAYMR%2FTg4%3D&reserved=0
https://www.airnow.gov/
https://www.weather.gov/ctp/ChillHeat
https://www.weather.gov/ctp/ChillHeat
https://nrckids.org/
https://nrckids.org/
https://nrckids.org/
https://nrckids.org/


Each October, Georgia Organics leads a statewide campaign to inspire kids to eat, grow, and learn about a
locally grown fruit or vegetable. This year, they’re shining the spotlight on one of fall’s favorite fruits with their
Apple of Our Eye campaign! 
 
Get ready to celebrate apples to the core! The Apple of Our Eye Toolkit is now live and accessible to anyone!
This ap-peel-ing toolkit is FREE and packed with apple-themed lesson plans, activities, cafeteria recipes, and
more. Whether you're in the classroom or the cafeteria, the toolkit has everything 
you need to make this October a bushel of fun. As you plan, always ensure you are in compliance with food
service and nutrition rules found in CCLC rule chapter 591-1-1-.15 and/or FCCLH 
rule chapter 290-2-3-.10.
 
Join the celebration by sharing your apple-themed activities and 
photos on social media using #appleofoureye throughout October. 
Show others across the state how you're growing healthy habits—
one apple at a time!
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Congratulations to Central East Georgia’s
Recent Quality Rated Programs

Our office will be closed November 27-28, 2025 - in observance of Thanksgiving and 
December 25, 2025 - January 1, 2026  in observance of Christmas and New Years Day . 

We will return to normal business operations on January 2, 2026. 

Are You Ready to Crunch Into Fun?

 Ratings from  07/01/25 - 09/30/25

During the holiday season, remember to enjoy a
festive rainbow of fruits and vegetables!

Children can be empowered to make healthy
choices. Through your actions and attitude
about food, you can help children develop
healthy relationships with food and strategies
for making easy, healthy, budget-friendly snacks
and meals!  

Holiday Healthy Eating

Make good choices and stay healthy throughout
the holiday season!

https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinkprotect.cudasvc.com%2Furl%3Fa%3Dhttps%253a%252f%252fwyfytlxab.cc.rs6.net%252ftn.jsp%253ff%253d001im9ynxy4em6iI_UVGtx9hb4e_h6CwqIfNiIEZ8pZW5ZIpaPncFurA99-so0bzojDOEC8o2ERVCOha5Y7luladCMpt04AI2pifuu_raEzwbz_ubXJW0Gs7JOBt9BIQcVNZfw0mDu8cCRkRY1pLTbJVca2fLtV8VZ1IjJfgH_DbjN8cuQDATGVQd4LAHBy5naZJuEYOoku3wY%253d%2526c%253dBDOIzss5wP92T4yLI8-SQvGCBXn4nhJ1hfEdXdbsVoUcTh2dyIGsYg%253d%253d%2526ch%253d4jKw3MDDmR9cQhxOQDMiHQyrlArNR4VytO-2IbFjQKavaC3Lzl7kCg%253d%253d%26c%3DE%2C1%2CbShT-_TpgQSxYLncdP8tVLd3xwy7wHlb3gG-6bE__jWqLGtc0mTe45F2Fyj-ApJWcCamd61QyA-WqGJhVRc2X-Iq7H35ZMRXZuHce22Mz5Ww_vGXSw%2C%2C%26typo%3D1&data=05%7C02%7CQPERKINS%40augusta.edu%7C30fef22ed2f046b2ac7308de0661b1b6%7C8783ac6bd05b4292b483e65f1fdfee91%7C0%7C0%7C638955213856878881%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=8RRrNonftMqDKbemf9HgSCW7VKXaYZNF5t6LTzzerN8%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinkprotect.cudasvc.com%2Furl%3Fa%3Dhttps%253a%252f%252fwyfytlxab.cc.rs6.net%252ftn.jsp%253ff%253d001im9ynxy4em6iI_UVGtx9hb4e_h6CwqIfNiIEZ8pZW5ZIpaPncFurA99-so0bzojDOEC8o2ERVCOha5Y7luladCMpt04AI2pifuu_raEzwbz_ubXJW0Gs7JOBt9BIQcVNZfw0mDu8cCRkRY1pLTbJVca2fLtV8VZ1IjJfgH_DbjN8cuQDATGVQQ4u1VZJwyS9cMmyqaMwmZg%253d%2526c%253dBDOIzss5wP92T4yLI8-SQvGCBXn4nhJ1hfEdXdbsVoUcTh2dyIGsYg%253d%253d%2526ch%253d4jKw3MDDmR9cQhxOQDMiHQyrlArNR4VytO-2IbFjQKavaC3Lzl7kCg%253d%253d%26c%3DE%2C1%2Clu1LvHV83EH3pwIjoprWM9RifjGJ7Oss4grPlD2zUyIRdlX5vi5s2fJgokt8aw6W3zIA2HcMZdQ-_9-rJjbaXGAQ-j2gnHs0gETXADKeEYIs5VcZ4X2JrA%2C%2C%26typo%3D1&data=05%7C02%7CQPERKINS%40augusta.edu%7C30fef22ed2f046b2ac7308de0661b1b6%7C8783ac6bd05b4292b483e65f1fdfee91%7C0%7C0%7C638955213856895982%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=UnB2gTIKzaL8ArUnhxwkAVNy3AoW%2Fjz1j0asHqA8DuI%3D&reserved=0


Hours of Operation:  
Monday - Friday, 8:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

A full list of closure dates can be found here on the Augusta University website. 

Visit our 
Training & Events

page 
to see our current
training calendar

and how to contact
us if you don’t see

what you need.

Don’t get our
emails?  

You can add your
email at any time
(personal and/or

business).

Follow us on
Facebook and
Instagram!  You
can also send us
suggestions for

things you would
like to see posted.

Visit our website to
find resources on a

variety of
important topics
and links to other
websites that can
help support the

work you do.

We are funded by Bright from the Start: Department of Early Care & Learning with funds
from the federal Child Care & Development Fund.
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AT A GLANCE

IMPORTANT NUMBERS AND WEBSITES
Leap Early Learning Partners

706-922-7180
LeapCCRR@augusta.edu

Poison Control Center
800-222-1222

CAPS Provider Relations
833-4GACAPS (442-2277)

CAPSProviderSupport@decal.ga.gov

BFTS Child Care Services
404-657-5562

Subscribe to #DECALDownload wherever 
you stream podcasts.

Find this and other resources to support your
work on the DECAL website.

https://www.augusta.edu/hr/campusscheduledholidays.php
https://www.augusta.edu/hr/campusscheduledholidays.php
https://www.augusta.edu/hr/campusscheduledholidays.php
https://www.augusta.edu/hr/campusscheduledholidays.php
https://leapccrr.org/events/
https://leapccrr.org/events/
https://leapccrr.org/contact/
https://leapccrr.org/contact/
http://www.leapccrr.org/
mailto:LeapCCRR@augusta.edu
mailto:CAPSProviderSupport@decal.ga.gov

