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Picture Book Staff Picks: 

Thankfulness 

Little Brown Books 

for Young Readers 
2012 

The Thankful Book 
Todd Parr (Author) 

Age: 2-4 years 

The Thankful Book celebrates 

all the little things children can 

give thanks for. The perfect 

book to treasure and share, 

around the holidays and 

throughout the year.  

Viking Books for 

Young Readers 
2017 

Llama Llama Gives Thanks 
Anna Dewdney (Author) 

Age: 1-3 years 

With short and simple rhyming 

text, the Llama Llama board 

books introduce Llama Llama 

to babies and toddlers before 

they’re ready for longer 

full-length stories. 

Rockridge Press 

2020 

I Am Thankful 
Sheri Wall (Author) 

Holly Clifton-Brown (Illustrator) 

Age: 2-8 years 

An adorable, rhyming storybook 

that follows three different 

families as they celebrate the 

holiday with their own 

traditions, acts of kindness, 

and ways of giving back.  

Grosset & Dunlap  

2000 

Thanksgiving is for 
Giving Thanks 

Margaret Sutherland (Author) 

Sonja Lamut (Illustrator) 

Age: 2-4 years 

A great introduction to the concept 

of giving thanks and appreciating 

every day things. 

Worthy Kids 

I’m Thankful Each Day! 
P.K. Hallinan (Author)  

Age: 2-5 years 

Children will love the simple, 

exuberant text and illustrations 

and the implicit challenge to 

look for the good in each day.  

Simon Spotlight 

2017 

I’m Feeling Thankful 
Natalie Shaw (Author) 

Jason Fruchter (Illustrator)  

Age: 1-3 years 

When Daniel Tiger feels grateful, 

he makes sure to say “thank 

you”! Sometimes he even makes 

a thank you card to show how 

much he cares.  

Sonica Ellis 

2021 

Taylor the Thankful Turkey 
Sonica Ellis (Author)  

Nejla Shojaie Shojaie (Illustrator)  

Age: 2-6 years 

The goal of this book is to teach 

kids that being thankful is more 

than just being grateful for what 

you have, but also showing 

others your appreciation.  

Margaret K. McElderry 

Books  

2012 

Bear Says Thanks 
Karma Wilson (Author) 

Jane Chapman (Illustrator) 

Age: 2-5 years 

Bear has come up with the perfect 

way to say thanks—a nice big dinner! 

When Bear decides to throw a feast, 

his friends show up one by one with 

different platters of delicious food to 

share.   

Teacher Resources: Nurturing Gratitude & Teaching Young Kids About Gratitude  

Georgia Public Library Location Search  Georgia PINES (“Borderless Library”) Book Search  

https://www.amazon.com/s/ref=dp_byline_sr_book_1?ie=UTF8&field-author=Natalie+Shaw&text=Natalie+Shaw&sort=relevancerank&search-alias=books
https://www.amazon.com/s/ref=dp_byline_sr_book_2?ie=UTF8&field-author=Jason+Fruchter&text=Jason+Fruchter&sort=relevancerank&search-alias=books
https://www.amazon.com/s/ref=dp_byline_sr_book_2?ie=UTF8&field-author=Nejla+Shojaie+Shojaie&text=Nejla+Shojaie+Shojaie&sort=relevancerank&search-alias=books
https://www.zerotothree.org/resource/nurturing-gratitude/
https://www.firstthingsfirst.org/first-things/teaching-young-kids-about-gratitude/
https://georgialibraries.org/find-a-library/
https://gapines.org/eg/opac/home
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Balboa Press 

2012 

I’m Thankful 
Terri-Sue Hill (Author) 

Brian Rice (Illustrator)  

Age: 3-8 years 

Sometimes the people, places, 

and things we take for granted 

are the things for which we need 

to show gratitude.  

Running Press Kids 

2021 

The Grumbles 
Tricia Goyer & Amy Parker 

(Authors) 

Monica De Rivas (Illustrator)  

Age: 4-8 years 

The Grumble family tried not to 

complain but bills and laundry and 

sibling squabbles kept everyone 

rumbling. When Grandma Grateful 

comes for a visit, things change.   

Thomas Nelson  

2014 

Being Thankful 
Mercer Mayer (Author/Illustrator)  

Age: 3-6 years 

Grandma shows Little Critter 

why thankfulness is so 

important and helps make 

any situation seem so much  

happier.  

Z Kids  

2019 

My First Gratitude Journal 
Creative Journals for Kids (Author) 

Age: 5-9 years 

Practicing gratitude increases 

happiness, improves self-esteem, 

and lowers levels of stress—and this 

easy-to-use journal is sure to help 

kids tap into that extraordinary 

power for the first time.  

Simon Spotlight 

2014 

Thank You Day 
Farrah McDoogle (Adapter) 

Gord Garwood (Illustrator) 

Age: 3-5 years 

This sweet story includes an 

important message about 

manners that’s just right for 

preschoolers.  

Lychee Press  

2022 

The Gratitude Jar 
Katrina Liu (Author) 

Bella Ansori (Illustrator) 

Age: 4-8 years 

Teach kids a positive mindset 

and thankfulness with this 

beautifully illustrated picture 

book.  

Scholastic 

2001 

Feeling Thankful 
Shelley Rotner (Author) 

Age: 2-6 years 

In this concept book, children 

are thankful for the special 

people in their life, for walks 

in the rain, and for the 

whole world.  

Rodale Kids 

 2017 

I Am Thankful 
Suzy Capozzi (Author) 

Eren Unten (Illustrator)  

Age: 4-6 years 

Even though the weather might 

ruin the annual family football 

game, the jam-packed day proves 

there’s never a shortage of things 

to be thankful for.   

Teacher Resources: Teaching Kids How to Be Grateful  &  Thanksgiving and Gratitude Lesson Plan  

Georgia Public Library Location Search  Georgia PINES (“Borderless Library”) Book Search  

https://www.amazon.com/Lane-Smith/e/B000APX5G6/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_2
https://www.amazon.com/s/ref=dp_byline_sr_book_2?ie=UTF8&field-author=Tom+Berthiaume&text=Tom+Berthiaume&sort=relevancerank&search-alias=books
https://www.amazon.com/s/ref=dp_byline_sr_book_1?ie=UTF8&field-author=Farrah+McDoogle&text=Farrah+McDoogle&sort=relevancerank&search-alias=books
https://www.amazon.com/s/ref=dp_byline_sr_book_2?ie=UTF8&field-author=Gord+Garwood&text=Gord+Garwood&sort=relevancerank&search-alias=books
https://www.strong4life.com/en/emotional-wellness/coping/teaching-kids-how-to-be-grateful?utm_source=google&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=18810049413&utm_content=142722102189&utm_keyword=608647039183&gclid=EAIaIQobChMIuLjv_cSu-wIVThPUAR0XsQzmEAAYASAAEgI4rvD_
https://wehavekids.com/education/Preschool-Fall-Lesson-Plan-Getting-To-Know-You
https://georgialibraries.org/find-a-library/
https://gapines.org/eg/opac/home

