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Picture Book Staff Picks: 

Growth Mindset 

Workman 

 Publishing 
 Company 2010 

Beautiful Oops! 
Barney Saltzberg (Author) 

Age: 2-6 years 

An award winning, best-selling, 

one-of-a-kind interactive 

book, Beautiful Oops! shows 

young readers how every mistake 

is an opportunity to make 

something beautiful.  

Sourcebooks 

 Wonderland 2016 

You! 

Sandra Magsamen (Author) 

Age: Birth-3 years 

Shower your little one with 

words of hope, inspiration, 

love, and acceptance in this 

encouragement book for 

babies and toddlers!  

Viking Books for Young 

Readers 1998 

Whistle for Willie 
Ezra Jack Keats 

(Author/Illustrator) 

Age: Birth-5 years 

The New York Times wrote "Mr. 

Keats' illustrations boldly, color-

fully capture the child, his city 

world, and the shimmering heat 

of a summer's day."  

Orchard Books 

2001 

Giraffes Can’t Dance 

Giles Andreae (Author) 

Guy Parker-Rees (Illustrator) 

Age: 3-6 years 

Gerald is a giraffe who simply 

can't dance. Every year he 

dreads going to the Great Jungle 

Dance - until one night when he 

finds his own special music. 

Independent 

2021 

Kind Words Happy Baby 
Samantha Lahonen (Author)  

Age: Birth-3 years 

Kind Words Happy Baby 

uses the power of positive 

affirmations to help young 

kids build a solid foundation 

for self-esteem and self-love.  

LB Kids 

2018 

Dream Big, Little One 

Vashti Harrison (Author)  

Age: Birth-3 years 

The leaders in this book may 

be little, but they all did 

something big and amazing, 

inspiring generations to come.  

Zonderkidz 

2019 

I Am 
Judi Abbot (Illustrator)  

Age: Birth-4 years 

Filled with powerful 

affirmations, I Am reminds 

children of all the things 

they can love about 

themselves and what they 

have to offer the world.   

Little Simon 

2010 

Be Happy! 
Monica Sheehan 

(Author/Illustrator) 

Age: 2-5 years 

Open it up and get inspired to . . . 

Sing and dance a little! 

Have fun! 

Be kind--be brave! 

And be the best YOU.  

Teacher Resources: Growth Mindset in Preschool & How to Help Children Develop a Growth Mindset  

Georgia Public Library Location Search  Georgia PINES (“Borderless Library”) Book Search  

https://www.amazon.com/Elizabeth-Verdick/e/B001JS1HGS/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_1
https://www.notimeforflashcards.com/2018/11/growth-mindset-in-preschool.html
https://blog.kaplanco.com/ii/help-children-develop-a-growth-mindset
https://georgialibraries.org/find-a-library/
https://gapines.org/eg/opac/home
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Growth Mindset 

Little Pickle Press 

2010 

Your Fantastic Elastic Brain 

JoAnn Deak, PhD (Author) 

Sarah Ackerley (Illustrator)  

Age: 4-7 years 

Learn how much your brain can 

grow! The perfect introduction to 

growth mindset: 

-A growth mindset book for kids 

-A teacher must-have for classrooms 

-The best resource for anyone to 

teach growth mindset 

Boys Town Press 

2017 

Mindset Matters 

Bryan Smith  (Author) 

Lisa Griffin (Illustrator)  

Age: 5-12 years 

An entertaining and 

eye-opening look at the 

power of the "gonna get 

it done" mindset.  

Atheneum Books 

for Young Readers  
2014 

Flight School 
Lita Judge (Author/Illustrator)  

Age: 4-8 years 
A persevering penguin is 
determined to fly in this 
adorably inspiring picture 
book. 

Candlewick 

2020 

Jabari Jumps 
Gaia Cornwall (Author/Illustrator) 

Age: 3-6 years 

In a sweetly appealing tale of 

overcoming your fears, Gaia 

Cornwall captures a moment 

between a patient and encouraging 

father and a determined little boy 

you can’t help but root for.  

Abrams Books for 

Young Readers 

2013 

Rosie Revere Engineer 
Andrea Beaty (Author)  

David Roberts (Illustrator) 

Age: 5 years and up 

Rosie may seem quiet during the 

day, but at night she’s a brilliant 

inventor of gizmos and gadgets 

who dreams of becoming a great 

engineer.  

Sourcebooks Jabberwocky 

2011 

The Girl Who Never Made Mistakes 
Mark Pett (Author/Illustrator) 

Gary Rubinstein (Author) 

Age: 4-8 years 

Life for Beatrice is sailing along 

pretty smoothly until she does the 

unthinkable–she makes her first mistake. 

And in a very public way!  

Simon & Schuster 

Books for Young 
Readers 2003 

Salt in His Shoes 

Deloris Jordan (Author) 

Roslyn M. Jordan (Author) 

Kadir Nelson (Illustrator)  

Age: 5-10 years 

Michael Jordan’s mother and sister 

team up for this heartwarming and 

inspirational picture book about 

faith and hope and how any family 

working together can help a child 

make his or her dreams come true. 

Balzer + Bray  

2009 

Almost 

Richard Torrey (Author/Illustrator)  

Age: 4-8 years 

Meet Jack. He's almost six years old. 

And that's almost grown up. After all, 

he can almost ride a big bike just like 

his older brother. And he almost never 

gets scared. This spunky little almost-

six-year-old is ready to take on the 

world. Well, almost. 

Teacher Resources: What is a growth mindset for kids?  &  Preschoolers Grow Their Brains  

Georgia Public Library Location Search  Georgia PINES (“Borderless Library”) Book Search  

https://www.amazon.com/Lane-Smith/e/B000APX5G6/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_2
https://www.amazon.com/Cherryl-Kachenmeister/e/B001KDNMMO/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_1
https://www.amazon.com/s/ref=dp_byline_sr_book_2?ie=UTF8&field-author=Tom+Berthiaume&text=Tom+Berthiaume&sort=relevancerank&search-alias=books
https://www.amazon.com/Adir-Levy/e/B077LYKGZ2/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_1
https://www.amazon.com/s/ref=dp_byline_sr_book_1?ie=UTF8&field-author=Deloris+Jordan&text=Deloris+Jordan&sort=relevancerank&search-alias=books
https://www.amazon.com/s/ref=dp_byline_sr_book_2?ie=UTF8&field-author=Roslyn+M.+Jordan&text=Roslyn+M.+Jordan&sort=relevancerank&search-alias=books
https://www.amazon.com/s/ref=dp_byline_sr_book_3?ie=UTF8&field-author=Kadir+Nelson&text=Kadir+Nelson&sort=relevancerank&search-alias=books
https://www.suchalittlewhile.com/best-growth-mindset-books-for-kids/
https://www.westonschools.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/02/WW-problem_solving_8-13.pdf
https://georgialibraries.org/find-a-library/
https://gapines.org/eg/opac/home

