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Picture Book Staff Picks: 

Back to School 

Harper Festival  

2019 

Pete the Kitty’s  
First Day of Preschool 
James Dean (Author/Illustrator) 

Kimberly Dean (Author) 

Age: 0-4 years 

It's a big day for Pete the Kitty: 

his first day of preschool! He 

meets his cool teacher, sings a 

few fun songs, and even gets to 

paint.  

Charlesbridge 

2020 

Lola Goes to School 
Anna McQuinn (Author) 

Rosalind Beardshaw (Illustrator) 

Age: 2-5 years 

Lola and her family prepare for 

the first day of school the night 

before, then get up early, take 

pictures, and head to class.  

Warne 

2015 

Spot Loves School 
Eric Hill (Author/Illustrator) 

Age: 1-3 years 

It's Spot's first day of school! 

He and his friends sing to-

gether, play together, and 

read together.   

Henry Holt and Co. 

2015 

Not This Bear 

Alyssa Satin Capuccilli (Author) 

Lorna Hussey (Illustrator) 

Age: 2-6 years 

It's Bear's first day of school, and 

he's a bit reluctant to go. Mama 

says all bears love school; Bear isn't 

so sure. 

Little Simon 

2010 

Mouse’s First Day of School 
Lauren Thompson (Author) 

Buket Erdogan (Illustrator) 

Age: 2-4 years 

Mouse decides to hide inside a 

bright red backpack...and ends up 

at school!  

 Grosset & Dunlap  

2011 

The Night Before Preschool 
Natasha Wing (Author) 

Amy Wummer Illustrator) 

Age: 2-4 years 

The book's simple rhyming text and 

sweet illustrations will soothe any 

child's fears about the first day of 

school.  

Simon Spotlight 

2014 

Daniel Goes to School 
Becky Friedman (Author) 

Jason Fruchter (Illustrator) 

Age: 2-4 years 

Daniel Tiger is excited to go to school, 

but he’s not happy that his dad can’t 

stay at school with him.  

Schwartz & Wade 

2019 

Rosie Goes to Preschool 
Karen Katz (Author/Illustrator) 

Age: 2-4 years 

Rosie introduces the reader to her 

cubby, her teacher, her reading 

circle, her music class, her snack 

table, and so on.   

Teacher Resources: Preparing Toddlers for Preschool & Class Book Ideas 

Georgia Public Library Location Search  Georgia PINES (“Borderless Library”) Book Search  

https://www.amazon.com/s/ref=dp_byline_sr_book_1?ie=UTF8&field-author=Rusty+Finch&text=Rusty+Finch&sort=relevancerank&search-alias=books
https://www.zerotothree.org/resources/78-preschool-prep-how-to-prepare-your-toddler-for-preschool
https://earlylearningideas.com/class-book-ideas/
https://georgialibraries.org/find-a-library/
https://gapines.org/eg/opac/home
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Picture Book Staff Picks: 

Back to School 

Roaring Brook 

Press  
2016 

School’s First Day of School 
Adam Rex (Author) 

Christian Robinson (Illustrator) 

Age: 5-6 years 

The school has a rough start, but as 

the day goes on, he soon recovers 

when he sees that he's not the only 

one going through first-day jitters.  

Puffin Books 

2013 

This School Year Will Be 
the Best 
Kay Winters (Author) 

Renee Andriani (Illustrator)  

Age: 5-7 years 

On the first day of school, new 

classmates are asked to share 

what they would most like to 

happen in the upcoming year.   

Shannon Olsen 

2020 

Our Class is a Family 
Shannon Olsen (Author) 

Sandie Sonke (Illustrator) 

Age: 5-7 years 

With its heartfelt message and color-

fully whimsical illustrations, “Our 

Class is a Family” is a book that will 

help build and strengthen that class 

community.  

 Hyperion Books for 

Children 

2019 

The Pigeon Has to Go to 
School! 
Mo Willems (Author) 

Age: 3-6 years 

Why does the Pigeon have to 

go to school? He already 

knows everything!  

Knopf Books for Young 

Readers  

2018 

All Are Welcome 
Alexandra Penfold (Author) 

Suzanne Kaufman (Illustrator) 

Age: 2-6 years 

Discover a school where all 

young children have a place, 

have a space, and are loved 

and appreciated. 

Dragonfly Books 

2022 

Sorry, Grown-Ups, You Can’t 
Go to School! 
Christina Geist (Author) 

Tim Bowers (Illustrator) 

Age: 2-6 years 

It's just another school morn-

ing...until Mom, Dad, Grandma, 

and even Bow-wow the dog BEG 

the kids to let them come to 

school, too!   

Scholastic Inc. 

2015 

Clifford Goes to Kindergarten 

Norman Bridwell 
(Author/Illustrator) 

Age: 4-6 years 

Join Clifford as he spends the day with 

Emily Elizabeth in kindergarten!  

Clarion Books 

2005 

Curious George’s  

First Day of School 
H.A. Rey (Author) 

Age: 2-5 years 

It’s the first day of school and George 

has been invited to Mr. Apple’s class 

to be a special helper!  

Teacher Resources: First Day of School Ideas & Support Children’s Language During Read Alouds 

Georgia Public Library Location Search  Georgia PINES (“Borderless Library”) Book Search  

https://www.amazon.com/s/ref=dp_byline_sr_book_2?ie=UTF8&field-author=Renee+Andriani&text=Renee+Andriani&sort=relevancerank&search-alias=books
https://www.whatihavelearnedteaching.com/20-teacher-inspired-ideas-first-day-of-school/
https://www.naeyc.org/resources/pubs/tyc/summer2022/now-read-this
https://www.naeyc.org/resources/pubs/tyc/summer2022/now-read-this
https://georgialibraries.org/find-a-library/
https://gapines.org/eg/opac/home

