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Child Care  
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Referral of 

Central East 
Georgia 

Dear Child Care Professionals of Georgia: 
 
It is my great pleasure to congratulate eight child care providers around the state who recent-
ly earned DECAL’s Quality Rated Language and Literacy Endorsement. Governor Kemp and I 
made these awards in October 2021 to providers that completed a rigorous pilot program 
during which they demonstrated commitment to providing meaningful, intentional, and indi-
vidualized literacy instruction and maintaining language-rich environments. They are: 

 
Improving student literacy is one of Governor Kemp’s highest policy priorities, and child care providers have the opportuni-
ty and responsibility to create language-rich environments and teach pre-reading skills during critical stages of young chil-
dren’s development. The pilot program helped established a standard for literacy education for ages birth-to-5. Child 
Trends will conduct an evaluation of the pilot early this year, and we will offer a second pilot soon. 
 
I am very proud of the DECAL staff who collaborated to develop and deliver the age-specific training for teachers. I am also 
grateful to the Sandra Dunagan Deal Center for Early Language and Literacy for the funding that allowed us to provide 
classroom materials, pay stipends to teachers and administrators, and make technology grants so that teachers and admin-
istrators could participate in training online.  
 
I know that the ongoing pandemic continues to challenge the child care industry, and your resilience in the face of unprece-
dented challenges inspires me. We will be announcing another round of POWER payments soon. I hope you are already 
taking advantage of STABLE 4ward. I wish you a healthy and prosperous new year. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Amy M. Jacobs 
Commissioner 

ABC, Another Bright Creation Early Learning and Daycare Center Palmetto 

Discovery Point #61 Conyers 

Giselle Learning Academy Clarkston 

Kid’s World Learning Center Statesboro 

Minnie Howell Child Development Center Atlanta 

Rising Star Learning Center Mableton 

The Learning Station Ellenwood 

Whitfield-Dalton Day Care Center Dalton 

108 SRP Drive, Suite B 

Evans, GA 30809 

Phone: 706-922-7182 

Toll Free: 877-228-3566 

www.leapccrr.org 

Hours of Operation:   

Monday - Friday 

8:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 
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Lead Testing in School and Child Care 
Program Drinking Water Grant Program  

 
The Department of Early Care and Learning (DECAL) is pleased to announce that 
the Clean Water for Georgia Kids program will soon be ready to help schools and 
child care programs test for and provide recommendations to take action on lead 
in drinking and cooking water. 
 
What is the WIIN Grant? 
The Water Infrastructure Improvements for the Nation Act or “WIIN Act” of 2016 
authorizes the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) to establish a voluntary grant program to assist local 
and tribal educational agencies and child care programs in testing for lead in drinking water at schools and child 
care programs. This is a federally-funded grant program to provide resources to train and test lead in drinking 
and cooking water at schools and provides recommendations for taking action to reduce lead in drinking water. 
The program is a partnership between The Georgia Department of Education and RTI International with funding 
from the EPA. 
 
Why is this important? 
Any amount of lead exposure is known to cause irreversible and lifelong cognitive and behavioral deficits in chil-
dren. Young children are the most vulnerable population to the effects of lead. 
 
When is Enrollment? 
Enrollment for child care programs is coming soon. Stay tuned for more information. 
 

Below is a video that will help with enrollment 
once it becomes available for child care programs. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AQQsLspSW28 

CDC Watch Me! Celebrating Milestones and Sharing  
Concerns now available on OLLI 

 
DECAL is pleased to announce that the CDC’s training “Watch Me! Celebrating Milestones and Sharing Concerns” 
is now available on OLLI! The course equips early care and education providers with the tools they need to moni-
tor children’s development and have meaningful conversations with families. The course also provides infor-
mation about accessing early intervention programs, such as Babies Can’t Wait and Preschool Special Education, 
in Georgia. Providers that complete the training will 
receive a free Developmental Monitoring Starter 
Kit, which includes materials to help support chil-
dren’s development. For more information about 
how to access the training and receive your free 
starter kit, please visit DECAL’s website. 
 

https://www.rti.org/announcements/clean-water-georgia-kids-program-ready-enroll-schools
https://secure.etosoftware.com/https:/www.rti.org/announcements/clean-water-georgia-kids-program-ready-enroll-schools
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AQQsLspSW28
http://www.decal.ga.gov/InstructionalSupports/DevelopmentalMonitoring.aspx
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Winners Announced for Georgia’s Pre-K Teachers of the Year 
and Early Child Educators of the Year 

 
The Georgia Foundation for Early Care and Learning has announced the winners for Georgia’s Early Childhood Edu-
cators of the Year and Pre-K Teachers of the Year. Together, these programs recognize and honor outstanding ed-
ucators serving Georgia’s infants, toddlers, preschoolers, and pre-kindergarteners. The winners are: 
 
Infant Teacher of the Year 
Diana Black 
Pookie Bear Learning Center, Savannah 
 
Toddler Teacher of the Year 
Maria Claudia Ortega  
My Little Geniuses, Marietta 
 
Preschool Teacher of the Year  
Hannah Beth Reeves  
Academy for Little People, Chickamauga 
 
Public Pre-K Teacher of the Year 
Stephanie Curington  
Kings Chapel Elementary School, Perry 
 
Private Pre-K Teacher of the Year 
LaNita Carey 
Jackson Creek Academy, Lilburn 
 

Each winner received a $3,000 check for themselves, $2,000 for a classroom makeover and supplies, and up to 
$2,500 to cover out-of-the-classroom costs while they fulfill their duties as Early Childhood Educators of the Year 
and Pre-K Teachers of the Year. 

For the latest updates on Training and 

Events, please visit our website at 

https://leapccrr.org/events/. 

Like us on Facebook & Instagram, check your 

email regularly for the latest updates, news,  

and more!  

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.dreamstime.com%2Fillustration%2Ftraining-development.html&psig=AOvVaw1zofuF3QJnHcg-ydTmKKP4&ust=1616780121709000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCNj23fL9y-8CFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD
https://leapccrr.org/events/


 PAGE  4 WINTER 2022 

A New Focus on Infant and Early Childhood Mental Health 

(IECMH) 
Early in 2021 DECAL convened the IECMH Task Force with representatives from child-serving state agencies in   
response to recommendations from the legislative study committee on infant and toddler social emotional health. 
A needs assessment conducted under Georgia’s Birth-5 Preschool Development Grant found that mental health 
services are lacking for young children in Georgia, and a primary goal of the Task Force is to build an early child-
hood system of care for children from birth to age 5 and their families. 
 
What is IECMH? 
Infant and Early Childhood Mental Health is a young child’s capacity to experience, regulate, and express          
emotions, form close and secure relationships, and explore the environment and learn. IECMH can also be         
referred to as early childhood social and emotional development.  
 
Georgia Association for Infant Mental Health (GA-AIMH) 
The Task Force, in partnership with GEEARS (Georgia Early Education Alliance for Ready Students) established the 
Georgia Association of Infant Mental Health (GA-AIMH) which will be housed at Georgia State University. (See   
announcement.) The GA-AIMH will administer the Infant Mental Health Endorsement® (IMH-E®) developed by the 
national Alliance for the Advancement of Infant Mental Health. Early care and learning providers, along with other 
early childhood professionals, will soon be able to earn the Endorsement through a combination of work experi-
ence, education, and in-service training.  
 
Progress on Expanding IECMH Supports and Resources 
The IECMH Task Force has made a lot of progress in its first year. A partnership among the Georgia Early Education 
Alliance for Ready Students (GEEARS), DECAL and the Department of Public Health (DPH) will support training to 
clinicians in the Child Parent Psychotherapy treatment model, an evidenced-based 2Gen method. The Task Force 
is also working on a Medicaid Services Chart that will make it easier for mental health providers to bill for  services 
provided to young children and their families. The state has also partnered with Resilient Georgia to use their    
regional coalitions to include the birth-to-5 workforce and offer trauma -related trainings. DECAL sponsored 10 
Task Force members to attend training on the Diagnostic Classification (DC):0-5 tool, an age-appropriate diagnostic 
tool for assessing young children and diagnosing mental disorders in early childhood; and the Task Force is cur-
rently working on a plan to promote this tool as best practice for clinicians working with young children. Georgia 
State University's Health Policy Center conducted an IECMH systems analysis and produced heat maps reflecting 
existing mental health behavioral services for the birth-to-5 population. DECAL also partnered with DPH to support 
a study to show how home visiting promotes social emotional learning. Study results are expected in the spring. In 
the coming year DECAL’s Infant and Toddler Specialists, who support the early childhood workforce, will receive 
21 hours of training from The Growing Brain Curriculum developed by Zero to Three.  
 
Save the date for 2022 Children’s Mental Health Week the first week of May!  
 
For more information about issues and activities related to IECMH, please see the recent IECMH issue brief: 
https://gacoeonline.gsu.edu/download/prioritizing-the-mental-health-of-infants-toddlers-in-georgia-why-its-
important-and-what-comes-next /  
 
or the DECAL IECMH webpage: http://www.decal.ga.gov/Prek/InfantandEarlyChildhoodMentalHealth.aspx  

https://news.gsu.edu/2021/12/01/university-research-center-will-house-georgia-association-for-infant-mental-health/
https://gacoeonline.gsu.edu/download/prioritizing-the-mental-health-of-infants-toddlers-in-georgia-why-its-important-and-what-comes-next
https://gacoeonline.gsu.edu/download/prioritizing-the-mental-health-of-infants-toddlers-in-georgia-why-its-important-and-what-comes-next
http://www.decal.ga.gov/Prek/InfantandEarlyChildhoodMentalHealth.aspx
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Congratulations to Central Georgia’s 
Newest  

Quality Rated Providers 
 

(PALS) The Performing Arts and Life Skills  Covington YMCA Primetime  

A Brighter Day Early Learning Academy  Cozy Childcare & Learning Center  

Daphne Bailey  Cricket’s Learning Center  

Talibah Basim  Valenteena Davis  

Brookhaven United Methodist Church Child Daycare  Carol Douglas  

Deloris Brown  Khadijah Farmer  

Burns Memorial United Methodist Church Presch  Annamaria Gibbs  

Lanoria Buttrum  YMCA Child Development Academy  

Carter’s Day Care Academy  Woodlawn Preschool & Child Development  

Child’s World Comprehensive Learning Center, Inc.  Grace Learning Academy  

A Child’s World Day Care and Learning  Green Pastures Christian Childcare Center  

Childcare Network #214  Hajja’s House  

Cornerstone Academy  Earnestine James  

Carolyn Johnson  JonEris Christian Academy  

K.C.’s 24 Hr. Child Care Center  Kids Like Me Childcare and Learning Center  

Kidzroom University Childcare LLC  Lakeview Academy  

Gladys Lee  Lil Po Peep Learning Center, LLC  

Little Geniuses Daycare  Ekwy Love  

Gloria McDonald  Milestone Achievers Academy  

Lisa Newman  Pathways Head Start Center  

Prime Time Discovery - Goshen  Prime Time Discovery - Hephzibah  

Prime Time Discovery - Warren Road  Yolanda Ray  

Reading World Academy  Cynthia Ruffin  

Scottdale Early Learning, Inc.  SGT Christian Academy, LLC  

Gloria Smith  Teresa Smith  

St. Timothy United Methodist  Nancy Stewart  

Ethel Sutherland  Tender Years Learning Center #11  

The Amazing World of Learning Children  Megan Thomas  

Universal Child Care and Learning Center  Wade Walker Park YMCA After School Program  

Phyllis Wallace  Warren County Head Start  

West Haven Preschool  Amoi Whyte  

Lateisha Williams  Global Tech Afterschool @ Toomer  

Global Tech Afterschool @ Whitefoord Early      

Learning Center 

   

                                                                                                                                    

                                                                                                                                                   Ratings from 09/28/2021 -  12/31/2021 

Free Training Courses from Cox Campus 
Free online video courses using the latest science-backed childhood development  

techniques are available to all early childhood educators.  Just visit   

CoxCampus.org  

coxcampus.org

