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Picture Book Staff Picks: 

Relationships 

Simon Spotlight 

2014 

Friends Are the Best 
Maggie Testa (Author) 

Jason Fruchter (Illustrator) 

Age: 2-5 years 

Learn what being a friend is all 

about in this shaped board 

book for fans of Daniel Tiger’s 

Neighborhood!  

Harper Festival 

1995 

Do You Want to Be My Friend 

Eric Carle (Author, Illustrator) 

Age: Birth-4 years 

Shared with little ones, the bright 

pictures showing a small gray 

mouse's search for the perfect pal 

help introduce colors, animals, and 

sounds. Many preschoolers will 

also be drawn to the idea of look-

ing for a friend.  

Cartwheel Books  

2008 

I Love You Because You’re You 
Liza Baker (Author) 

David McPhail (Illustrator)  

Age: 3-5 years 

This story describes the many moods 

of all children--from happy to fright-

ened, bashful to silly, and more--and 

reassures them of parents' abiding 

affection and approval.  

 Tiger Tales 

2019 

Grandpa and Me 

Danielle McLean (Author) 

Alison Edgson (Illustrator)  

Age: 2-5 years 

Little Bear’s grandpa is wonderful! 

On their day together they splash 

in the creek, play hide-and-seek, 

build forts, and make campfires.  

Silver Dolphin Books 

2018 

You’re My Little Cuddle Bug 
Nicola Edwards (Author) 

Natalie Marshall (Illustrator) 

Age: Birth-2 years 

Celebrate your little cuddle bug with 

this sweet and colorful rhyming board 

book!   

Little Simon 

2017 

Mama Loves You So 
Terry Pierce (Author) 

Simone Shin (Illustrator) 

Age: Birth-3 years 

Designed as the first books to start 

reading with your baby, these just-

right stories hit all the right notes 

with soothing texts, lovely art, 

and, most importantly, stories 

meant for sharing any time of the 

day.   

Tiger Tales  

2018 

Grandma Loves You! 
Danielle McLean (Author) 

Alison Edgson (Illustrator) 

Age: 2-5 years 

A grandchild is reminded of the ex-

tent of Grandma's love as they spend 

a day together.   

 Tiger Tales  

2014 

Me and My Dad 
Alison Ritchie (Author) 

Alison Edgson (Illustrator) 
Age: 2-5 years 

Little Bear's dad is simply the best! He 

wakes up his cub with a tickle on the 

nose and a kiss. Then the two spend a 

wonderful day together exploring, 

splashing through rain, and swimming 

in the river.  

Teacher Resources:  Building Relationships in the Early Childhood Classroom, Tips on Helping Your Child Build Relationships 

Georgia Public Library Location Search  Georgia PINES (“Borderless Library”) Book Search  

https://www.amazon.com/s/ref=dp_byline_sr_book_2?ie=UTF8&field-author=Jason+Fruchter&text=Jason+Fruchter&sort=relevancerank&search-alias=books
https://www.amazon.com/Liza-Baker/e/B001HCXFJS/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_1
https://www.amazon.com/s/ref=dp_byline_sr_book_2?ie=UTF8&field-author=DAVID+MCPHAIL&text=DAVID+MCPHAIL&sort=relevancerank&search-alias=books
https://www.amazon.com/Danielle-McLean/e/B07YV7Y8G3/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_1
https://www.amazon.com/s/ref=dp_byline_sr_book_2?ie=UTF8&field-author=Alison+Edgson&text=Alison+Edgson&sort=relevancerank&search-alias=books
https://www.amazon.com/s/ref=dp_byline_sr_book_1?ie=UTF8&field-author=Nicola+Edwards&text=Nicola+Edwards&sort=relevancerank&search-alias=books
https://www.amazon.com/s/ref=dp_byline_sr_book_2?ie=UTF8&field-author=Natalie+Marshall&text=Natalie+Marshall&sort=relevancerank&search-alias=books
https://www.amazon.com/Danielle-McLean/e/B07YV7Y8G3/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_1
https://www.amazon.com/s/ref=dp_byline_sr_book_2?ie=UTF8&field-author=Alison+Edgson&text=Alison+Edgson&sort=relevancerank&search-alias=books
https://www.frogstreet.com/blog/building-relationships-in-the-early-childhood-classroom/
https://www.zerotothree.org/resources/227-tips-on-helping-your-child-build-relationships
https://georgialibraries.org/find-a-library/
https://gapines.org/eg/opac/home
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Relationships 

Puffin Books  

1996 

Making Friends 
Fred Rogers (Author) 

Age: 4-8 years 

Who better to teach children about 

making friends than the friendliest 

neighbor of them all, Mr. Rogers! In 

his gently written picture book, chil-

dren will see firsthand how much fun 

making new friends can be.  

Boys Town Press 

2020 

Making Friends is an Art 

Julia Cook (Author) 

Bridget Barnes (Illustrator) 

Age: 4-8 years 

In this fun, creative story, Brown 

learns that in order to make and 

keep friends, he needs to know 

how to be a good friend.   

Random House 

Books 
2001 

Just Me and My Mom 
Mercer Meyer (Author, Illustrator) 

Age: 3-7 years 

Mercer Mayer's Little Critter is 

spending a special day with his mom 

in this classic, funny, and heart-

warming story.  

 Knopf Books for 

Young Readers  

2012 

Froggy Goes to Grandma’s 
Jonathan London (Author) 

Frank Remkiewicz (Illustrator)  

Age: 3-5  years 

Froggy has a ball visiting Grandma!  

Boys Town Press 

2016 

I Want to Be the Only Dog 
Julia Cook (Author) 

Anita DuFulla (Illustrator) 

Age: 4-7 years 

Children, educators, and parents will 

have a great time with this story as we 

are reminded that having siblings helps 

us practice many skills, such as toler-

ance, patience, sharing, conflict resolu-

tion - and makes cleaning up a lot easier 

too! 

Harper Collins 

2014 

Pete the Cat and the New Guy 
James Dean (Author, Illustrator) 

Kimberly Dean (Author) 

Age: 4-8 years 

The message of accepting others and 

yourself shines through and is perfect 

for young readers learning to navigate 

friendship issues.  

Kokilla 

2019 

Hair Love 
Matthew A. Cherry (Author) 

Vashti Harrison (Illustrator) 

Age: 4-8 years 

Tender and empowering, Hair Love is an 

ode to loving your natural hair -- and a 

celebration of daddies and daughters 

everywhere.   

Puffin Books 

2019 

How to Babysit a Grandpa 
Jean Reagan (Author) 

Lee Wildish (Illustrator) 

Age: 5-8 years 

Here's everything a kid needs to know 

to spend a fun-filled day with grandpa!  

Teacher Resources:  Building Relationships in the Early Childhood Classroom, Tips on Helping Your Child Build Relationships 

Georgia Public Library Location Search  Georgia PINES (“Borderless Library”) Book Search  

https://www.amazon.com/s/ref=dp_byline_sr_book_2?ie=UTF8&field-author=Frank+Remkiewicz&text=Frank+Remkiewicz&sort=relevancerank&search-alias=books
https://www.frogstreet.com/blog/building-relationships-in-the-early-childhood-classroom/
https://www.zerotothree.org/resources/227-tips-on-helping-your-child-build-relationships
https://georgialibraries.org/find-a-library/
https://gapines.org/eg/opac/home

