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 Dear Child Care Providers: 
 
 In this issue of your CCR&R newsletter, I’m writing to update you on our goal that all CAPS providers become  
Quality Rated by December 31, 2021 (the CAPS/QR Goal). This work has been one of DECAL’s priorities for the 
past six years, and I’m happy to announce we are on track to meet the Goal!   
  
Meeting this goal is the result of your willingness as child care providers to enhance the quality of care you’re 
providing to children and families in your communities…and the result of the focused support services provided 
by your regional child care resource and referral agency. Through our CAPS/QR Goal, we’re ensuring that ALL 
children, including the ones who need it the most, have access to high-quality early care and education.   
  
The latest data support our projections that we will meet the CAPS/QR Goal by the December 31 deadline. As of 
August 31:  

    99% of children who have CAPS scholarships are cared for by providers who are star rated or are  
      on track to be rated by the end of the year.   

                      •  97% of CAPS providers are already rated or will be by the deadline.  
 
The QR team expects to rate more than 1,400 providers this year. Since June, an additional 174 CAPS providers 
have signed up for a Cohort Group, leaving just 99 who have not.   
  
Although we’re not throwing the confetti just yet, we wouldn’t be so close to the goal line without everyone’s  
commitment and partnership. I thank you for your contributions to the success of this effort and look forward to 
our continued partnership to benefit Georgia’s youngest learners and their families.  
  
 
Sincerely,  

  
  
 

Amy M. Jacobs  
Commissioner  
           

108 SRP Drive, Suite B 

Evans, GA 30809 

Phone: 706-922-7182 

Toll Free: 877-228-3566 

www.leapccrr.org 

Hours of Operation:   

Monday - Friday 

8:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 
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USDA Offers Reimbursement to At Risk Afterschool Programs 
for Providing Healthy Nutritious Snacks and Meals  

Through CACFP  
When school is out and parents are still at work, children benefit from afterschool     
programs that offer a safe place to be with their friends, with structured activities,    
supportive adults, and good nutrition. Afterschool programs that offer these services 
may be eligible to receive federal reimbursement for meals and snacks served to eligible 
participants through the At-Risk Afterschool Meals component of the Child and Adult 
Care Food Program, administered by DECAL ‘s Nutrition Services.  
 
Your program may qualify for reimbursement if you: 
 

 Serve children and teenagers who are age 18 or under at the start of the 
school year. 

      Are located at a site where at least half of the children in the school attendance area are eligible 
  for free and reduced-priced school meals (May apply for a waiver through September 2022). 

      Offer educational or enrichment activities, after the regular school day ends or on weekends and 
  holidays, during times of the year when school is in session. 

 Meet licensing, health or safety codes that are required by state or local law. 
 Serve nutritionally balanced meals and snacks that meet USDA’s nutrition standards, with foods 

  like milk, meat, vegetables, fruit, and bread. 
 Hold a child care license or exemption from licensure. 

 
For more information about the CACFP At-Risk Afterschool Meals and to register for training, contact Leslie Tru-
man by email at Leslie.Truman@decal.ga.gov or by phone at 404.657.1779. Click here for a CACFP Fact Sheet.  

Do the best you can until you know better. Then when you know better, do better. 
~ Maya Angelou ~ 

New CAPS/QR Probationary and  

Provisional Statuses 
 

In an effort to support providers  as they work towards earning a star rating, two new CAPS/QR statuses have 
been created. For providers to participate in CAPS, they need to be Quality Rated by the end of 2021. The         
Provisional Status allows providers that  are newly licensed or new to CAPS to begin accepting CAPS  
scholarships as they work towards earning their rating. The Probationary Status will be offered to providers that 
do not earn enough points for a star rating but wish to continue accepting scholarships. Both statuses will involve 
additional support from Quality Rated, and providers will be expected to make adequate progress towards their 
rating by completing monitored benchmarks.  

mailto:Leslie.Truman@decal.ga.gov
http://www.decal.ga.gov/documents/attachments/CACFP_FactSheet.pdf
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October Farm to School Month 
 

October is National Farm to School Month, and schools and early 
care centers across Georgia will be celebrating all things OKRA 
leading up to and through October! Livin’ La Vida Okra is a  
state-wide celebration to get kids eating, growing and  
participating in okra-themed activities. To participate in Livin’ La 
Vida Okra at your school, home, early care center, or in your  
community, visit https://bit.ly/livinlavidaokra and sign up. You will receive free electronic resources to help you 
plan and implement your activities. Resources include standards-based lesson plans, activities, recipes, videos, 
school garden planting and harvesting information, and more!   
 
Share your Livin’ La Vida Okra pictures and activities on social media with #livinlavidaokra. Each week during  
October, anyone who uses this hashtag will be entered to win a gift card, and at the end of the 
month there will be a grand prize winner. Questions? Visit https://farmtoschool.georgiaorganics.org/frequently-
asked-questions or email kimberlykoogler@georgiaorganics.org. 
  

DECAL Scholar of the Year 
The Georgia Department of Early Care and Learning (DECAL) and the Georgia Foundation for Early Care + Learning have 

announced the recipients of the 2021-2022 DECAL Scholars of the Year. This year’s program celebrates the 20th         

Anniversary of DECAL Scholars, which supports early care and educational professionals in Georgia in gaining more   

education and skills and earning financial awards. DECAL Scholars of the Year are limited to those who are actively   

pursuing a degree or credential in Early Childhood Education while also working in a child care program.  

The four-year college/university winner is Ms. Edelina Lane of Ellenwood, a Family Child Care Provider who is a student 

at Point University. The Technical College winner is Quinecia Styles Smith of Newnan, a lead teacher at Parker Chase 

Preschool North in Peachtree City and student at West Georgia Technical College. Lane hopes to obtain a master’s    

degree and open three child care learning centers in metro Atlanta before the end of 2023. Smith would like to become 

an inclusion therapist or curriculum specialist.  

“We are excited to recognize Edelina and Quinecia who represent thousands of Georgians who are balancing home, 

work and school to invest in their own education while continuing to serve children,” said DECAL Commissioner Amy M. 

Jacobs.  “Similar to our Pre-K Teachers of the Year, this is a great opportunity for DECAL to recognize and reward early 

child care professionals who are committed to providing a high-quality early education experience here in Georgia.” 

As DECAL Scholars of the Year, Lane and Smith will each receive a $1,500 award, $500 for a classroom makeover, and a 

virtual classroom visit from Coy Bowles, lead guitarist for the Zac Brown Band. Bowles is also author of children’s books, 

including “What’s Behind the Little Red Door?” and a member of the Georgia Foundation for Early Care + Learning 

Board of Directors. 

“The Foundation is proud to support this important initiative by recognizing and rewarding our dedicated early child-

hood educators,” added Carrie Ashbee, Executive Director of the Georgia Foundation for Early Care + Learning. “When 

you are a teacher by day and scholar by night, it can be challenging to achieve the right balance. We hope these awards 

are a small way of recognizing the amazing commitment and dedication these early education professionals have to 

their students and families, both now and in the future.” 

https://bit.ly/livinlavidaokra
https://farmtoschool.georgiaorganics.org/frequently-asked-questions
https://farmtoschool.georgiaorganics.org/frequently-asked-questions
mailto:kimberlykoogler@georgiaorganics.org
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Congratulations to Central Georgia’s 
Newest  

Quality Rated Providers 
 

Denise Addison  La Petite Academy– Panola  

Maria Annunziata  Little Learners University  

Berean Christian Early Learning Academy  McCullough’s Creative Child Care  

Big Blue Marble - Augusta Avenue  Montessori Academy  

Burke County Public Schools Early Head Start  Tunisia Pryor  

Calvary Augusta Preschool  Scottdale Early Learning at Midway Woods  

Henrietta Cates  The Frazer Center  

Childcare Network #131  World of Hope Child Care Learning Center, A  

Marsha Dennis  LaPetite Academy - Highway 138  

Developing Minds Academy V  KinderCare Learning Center #408  

Donna’s Loving Care Child Care and Learning Center  Jungle of Joy Childcare Learning Center, LLC  

Jacqueline Griffin  International Preparatory Academy III  

International Preparatory Academy II  International Preparatory Academy  
                                                                                                                                                           

                                                                                                                                                                                             Ratings from 07/01/2021 - 09/28/2021                               

For the latest updates on Training and 

Events, please visit our website at 

https://leapccrr.org/events/. 

Like us on Facebook & Instagram, check your 

Email regularly for the latest updates, news,  

and more!  

Free Training Courses from Cox Campus 
Free online video courses using the latest science-backed childhood development techniques are available to all early 

childhood educators.  Just visit  CoxCampus.org to see all that is available! 

https://leapccrr.org/events/
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.dreamstime.com%2Fillustration%2Ftraining-development.html&psig=AOvVaw1zofuF3QJnHcg-ydTmKKP4&ust=1616780121709000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCNj23fL9y-8CFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD
coxcampus.org

