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Dear Child Care Providers and CCR&Rs:  

 

Fall 2019 has arrived, but many of us at DECAL are already focusing on Winter 2020. That’s the season of the         

December 31, 2020 deadline for eligible providers to earn a Quality Rated star rating in order to continue receiving 

Childcare and Parent Services (CAPS) funding. We are committed to helping every program reach this important 

goal. 

  

As of September 30, 2019, 57% of the providers who need to be Quality Rated have either received a star rating or 

are ready to be rated. With the deadline just 14 months away, DECAL will devote considerable resources to the     

remaining 43% of eligible providers. We will utilize our internal resources and external partners to support us in 

these efforts. Their messages will emphasize the importance of earning a star rating by the deadline, explain what’s 

involved and keep the families receiving CAPS informed about the process and the impact it will have on the quality 

of available child care.  

 

Our internal DECAL teams are organizing processes, outreach, and assistance for providers and families. Within the 

Quality Innovations & Partnerships unit (QIP), the Quality Rated team is building capacity to advise providers, to  

process the high volume of portfolios, and to conduct the onsite assessments necessary to complete all ratings by 

the 2020 deadline. The Early Education Community Partnership Coordinators (EECP) will serve as key messengers 

and ambassadors for DECAL, working in six regions around the state to consult with, partner, and recruit providers, 

and to explain the urgency of the deadline and the value of being Quality Rated to families and community groups. 

Beyond QIP, DECAL’s CAPS, Child Care Services (CCS), and Instructional Support divisions, who have extensive and 

regular face-to-face contact with eligible providers, will be instrumental in helping them to understand the Quality 

Rated process and benefits, and in ensuring that all requirements and compliance measures are aligned.  

 

Externally, CCR&Rs will play crucial roles in the run-up to the deadline. As the main boots on the ground, they’ll work 

closely with unrated providers, delivering coaching and technical assistance on setting manageable internal        

deadlines that will keep them on track for meeting the star rating prerequisites. They will also provide other needed 

support, such as help with completing portfolios and scheduling onsite evaluations. Additionally the CCR&Rs will be 

key liaisons between DECAL and existing Quality Rated providers regarding any changes in processes and schedules 

for re-ratings that are conducted during the 2020 deadline year. We will also collaborate with the Georgia Family 

Connection Partnership and the Department of Education to disseminate information and updates about the 2020 

deadline, and to amplify messages to providers and families related to Quality Rated.  
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There’s a lot at stake with the 2020 deadline - not just for the providers, but for the many teachers, children, fami-

lies, DECAL staff, and community partners who’re potentially impacted. By approaching it as a common goal and 

working hand-in-hand in this unified way to help achieve it, we’re giving everyone involved the best possible chance 

for success.  

 

Sincerely,  
 

 

 

Commissioner Amy M. Jacobs  

Georgia’s Pre-K Program 2019-2020 Teachers of the Year  
DECAL and the Georgia Foundation for Early Care + Learning have named 

the 2019-2020 Georgia’s Pre-K Program Teachers of the Year. The recipi-

ents are Heather Williams of the Central Georgia Technical College Child 

Development Center in Warner Robins/Houston County, and Johnathon 

Hines of Barack H. Obama Elementary School in DeKalb County.  

 

Each year, DECAL names two teachers, one from a public school system 

and one from a private child care learning center. The teachers will serve 

as ambassadors for Georgia’s Pre-K Program, making presentations, 

attending meetings and conferences, and modeling effective classroom 

practices.  

 

Pre-K lead teachers who have taught as a lead teacher in a Georgia’s Pre-K 

class for a minimum of three years are invited to apply for Teacher of the 

Year. The application is posted on the DECAL website in February. Appli-

cants must also meet Georgia’s Pre-K credential and Professional Devel-

opment System requirements and plan to continue as a lead teacher for 

the coming year. They must also be employed by a Georgia’s Pre-K       

Program provider in good standing with all programs administered by   

DECAL (Pre-K, Child Care Services, Childcare and Parent Services [CAPS] 

and Nutrition Services.  

 

In May 2019, six finalists for Georgia’s Pre-K Program Teacher of the Year were announced, each receiving $500. This 

fall, all of them were interviewed and underwent an extensive classroom evaluation. The 2019-2020 Georgia’s Pre-K 

Program Teachers of the Year were each presented with checks for $7,500 from the Georgia Foundation for Early 

Care + Learning, which includes $2,000 for their school, $2,500 for their classroom, and $3,000 for themselves. The 

awards are funded annually by the Naserian Foundation.  

 

The Pre-K Teacher of the Year program serves as an opportunity to recognize and honor outstanding Pre-K teachers 

who are committed to ensuring that Georgia’s children have a great Pre-K experience.  
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Quality Rated Provider Spotlight 
Miss Kay’s Daycare & Learning Center   

Jasper County 
 

Answers provided by Susan McCullen, Assistant Director 
 

Why did you decide to participate in Quality Rated?   
We decided to participate in Quality Rated for several reasons. One being that  
Georgia BFTS encourages all licensed providers to participate, and if you  
receive CAPS funds, it will soon be required in order to continue serving our  
CAPS clients. There are also various incentives as well. We have received lots  
of  classroom materials, technical assistance, additional resources, etc. And  
because we have now been rated, we will receive tiered reimbursements from CAPS and we will also receive addi-
tional bonus packages for receiving our rating. I think also because we have participated and been rated, it shows 
that our center is dedicated to going the extra mile to make our facility a better place to serve the children and their 
families in our community. 
 

What did you enjoy most about the QR process?  
I think probably the most enjoyable part of our QR process was the opportunity to work with our amazing and      
extremely helpful TA. She was essential to our success in obtaining our rating. 
 

What impact has QR made in my program?  
The QR process has made us all aware of our weaknesses and our strengths. We know that we are not perfect and 
still need to make improvements, and hopefully through this process and continued support, we can continue to 
improve and maintain the quality of care and learning in our center. 
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Update from DECAL:  Background Checks 
To ensure compliance with the comprehensive criminal records checks (CRCs) you should do three things:  

(1) Know where to find everything CRC-related on the DECAL website, 
(2) Keep a copy of the new CRC phone tree, and  
(3) Record all DECAL e-mail addresses in your address book to avoid the emails going to your spam account.    

 

There are several changes coming with CRC’s. You will find all the updates on the DECAL website. The process will 
be reduced from three steps (RAP process: Register in Gemalto, Application in Koala, and Printing), the process will 
be only a two step AP process (Application in Koala and Print).  
 

Decal is working to have an interface between Koala and Gemalto so that the information in your Koala application 
will be electronically transferred to Gemalto and Gemalto will send back a Registration I.D. This will simplify the  
process and ensure DECAL has an application in Koala for everyone printing.  
 

If you have called the CRC Unit, you may have noticed that we now have an automated phone system. If you follow 
the prompts you will reach the person directly that can answer your questions. You can find the phone tree at 
www.decal.ga.gov, click on the second green box in the menu on the right labeled Criminal Records Check. Scroll 
to the bottom of the page, look under the documents tab and you will see the phone tree.  
 

DECAL correspondence primarily comes via e-mail. All correspondence will come from one of 10 DECAL e-mails, all  
ending with @decal.ga.gov. Several providers have recently reported that their internet provider has marked DECAL 
correspondence as spam. You can find the 10 e-mail addresses under the same document tab above so that you can 
add them to your address book. You can also make it a habit to look at your spam folder every now and then to en-
sure you don’t miss any important communication. 

http://www.decal.ga.gov
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 Like us on Facebook & check your email  

regularly for the latest updates, news,  

training information, and more! 

DECAL Download 

Want to get updates on what is happening at DECAL?  DECAL Download is your source for news 
and information from the Georgia Department of Early Care and Learning. You will hear from 
Commissioner Amy M. Jacobs and special guests sharing updates on all things DECAL. There are 
currently more than 50 podcasts available, with new ones added every Wednesday. 

Congratulations to our Region’s Newest  
Quality Rated Providers 

A Brighter Beginning Childcare Center  Trecia Johnson  

A Kid’s World of Peace Center, LLC  Vanessa Johnson  

Advance Preparatory Learning Academy  Kids In Motion Academy Tucker  

All About Kids  Kids R Us Academy  

All About Me Learning Academy  Kozy Kids Child Care  

Briarcliff Child Care Center  Lena’s Lullaby Childcare, Inc.  
Brenda Burns   Lifeline Christian World Academy, LLC  

A Child’s World Day Care and Learning  Magic Wonder Daycare Learning Center  

Childcare Network #160  Marcus Autism Center  
Childcare Network #232  Marie’s Creative Kids Kindergarten, Inc.  
Childcare Network #250  Miss Kay’s Daycare and Learning Center  

Beverly Collins  MKS Learning Center  

Ophelia Datcher  Next Generation Learning Center  

Imagination Zone Childcare & Early  Learning Center  Wings of a Dove Christian Preparatory  Academy                            

East Lake Early Learning Academy  Peachtree Academy                        
Emmanuel’s Kids Early Learning Center  Carolyn  Pleasant  

Maxine Evans  Razzles Kid Academy                                                                               

His Kids Christian Learning Center  Barbara Roland   
Sterling Learning LLC  Skyline Christian Academy                                                                    
The Elaine Clark Center, Inc.  The Chestnut Treehouse  
TOTally Kids Childcare   Universal Love Daycare & Learning Center  

Oak Grove United Methodist Church Christian School            Whitefoord Community Program Aftercare Whitefoord  

Ora Wiley                                                                                       Bridgette Willis  
Voices of Faith Christian Daycare II  Young Hearts Academy at Dunwoody  
Daystar Childcare Center                                                                                                                                                                Peachtree Prep   
                                                                                                                                                                                 Ratings through 10/10/2019 

Employment Opportunities with Leap Early Learning Partners 
We are currently recruiting for two professional positions that will be based in or around the DeKalb County area.  

You can find additional information in our Employment Opportunities section of our website.  

http://decaldownload.buzzsprout.com/
https://leapccrr.org/employment-opportunities/

