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Early Care and Education BULLETIN!
Dear Early Care and Education Provider,
We are well into the new school year, and I hope your program has settled into a “normal” routine for your staff
and for the children and families you serve. I assure you that we at the Department of Early Care and Learning
(DECAL) recognize you are the people out there on the “front lines” serving the citizens of Georgia, and we want to
support you in every way we can.
I was recently excited to see the following statistic about your work: At the beginning of the new state fiscal year
(July 1, 2017), out of approximately 4,800 licensed providers in Georgia, over 4,700 of you were in Good Standing
with the state’s licensing rules and regulations. Thank you for your efforts to ensure that Georgia’s children are
cared for in safe and healthy environments. And I especially thank those of you who have worked or are currently
working to EXCEED the state’s minimum licensing requirements by participating in Quality Rated.
This year DECAL is focusing on two areas with which you can help us. First, in the 2017-2018 school year we are
celebrating the 25th “birthday” of Georgia’s Pre-K Program. If your program participates in Georgia Pre-K, we’ll be
sending you information on ways you can help honor this milestone in the history of Georgia’s nationally recognized Pre-K program.
Second, for years DECAL has emphasized the importance of reading and of building early literacy skills in the minds
of Georgia’s youngest learners, particularly four year olds enrolled in Georgia’s Pre-K Program. Early literacy and
reading on grade level by the end of the third grade has been a priority of Governor and First Lady Deal since the
day they took office.
This year DECAL is focusing on developing early language and literacy skills in infants and toddlers. This doesn’t
mean we think infants and toddlers should be taught to read. This does mean, however, that we believe early care
and education professionals who work with infants and toddlers CAN thoughtfully and intentionally expose infants
and toddlers to activities that will lay a solid foundation for learning and loving to read later on.
So this year we awarded small grants for 50 classes in 16 Quality Rated programs that focus on offering training
and other professional development for infant and toddler teachers. We look forward to learning the results of
this effort in hopes that we can someday expand the program.
As always, thank you for partnering with DECAL and your CCR&R to ensure that Georgia’s children and families
receive quality early care and education services.
Sincerely,

Amy M. Jacobs, Commissioner
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Quarterly Visits to Support Rated Programs Begin
If you are a Quality Rated program, you know that Quality Rated (QR) is not something that you are done with once
you get your rating - it is all about continuous quality improvement. DECAL and the regional Child Care Resource &
Referral Agencies want to support programs to ensure that the improvements made as a result of QR is something
that is not only maintained, but built upon.
One way we will do this is through quarterly visits with a CCR&R Technical Assistance (TA) Coordinator. Our TAs
really care about the programs they have worked with, and are excited to begin conducting quarterly visits with
each rated program in our region.
The purpose of these visits is to maintain the relationships that were built during the TA process and to support
your journey of continuous quality improvement. A TA will be calling you to set up your first quarterly visit. The
visits will be much shorter than the visits when you were working on achieving your rating and will be geared at
finding out what you need and how we can help you.

Success is not a destination, it’s a journey.
-Zig Ziglar

Georgia’s Social Emotional Early
Development Strategies for Success
Social, emotional, and behavioral competence has been shown to be as important as cognitive skills in ensuring a
young child’s success in school. Additionally, early childhood educators report that a lack of social competence and
the presence of challenging behaviors in their classroom is their biggest concern. In order to enhance and encourage children’s social, emotional, and behavioral development, the Georgia Department of Early Care and Learning
(DECAL) has launched the Georgia SEEDS for Success initiative.
Georgia’s SEEDS for Success is a collaborative effort between DECAL and several state level partners to support
and align the state’s initiatives related to increased social emotional development and decreased challenging
behaviors in early childhood settings.
Georgia’s work is based on the Pyramid Model for Supporting Social Emotional Competence in Infants and Young
Children (Pyramid Model). The SEEDS for Success website contains links to various state and national resources and
documents to aid teachers and families in their efforts to support children’s social, emotional, and behavioral development.

To review the variety of resources available through
SEEDS for Success, visit:
http://decal.ga.gov/InstructionalSupports/Seeds.aspx
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Quality Rated Provider Spotlight
Cathy Battle
Macon, Georgia
Why did I decide to participate in Quality Rated?
“I wanted my day care and myself to be the best it can be for the children and
parents.”
What did I enjoy most about the QR process?
“At times it was frustrating, but watching the children accept the changes and following their lead made it easier.”
What impact has QR made in my program?
“A great impact. To never stop learning and improving; to be flexible and accept changes that will help and improve the children’s daily care and learning.”

CAPS & Quality Rated: More Q&A Sessions
In December 2016, the DECAL Advisory Committee adopted the following:
Quality Rated eligible providers must be star rated by 12/31/2020
in order to continue to receive Child Care and Parent Services (CAPS) funding.
Upcoming Question & Answer Sessions across Georgia will review the supports available to you today
to help you earn your Quality Rated star rating by the deadline.

Please use links provided below to register for a session.
If you are unable to register for any reason, you may contact our office at 478-751-3000 or 877-228-3566.
Location: Norcross

Date: October 10th

Time: 6:30 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.

Registration Link: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/quality-rated-and-caps-qa-session-tickets-37849218030

Location: Morrow

Date: October 16th

Time: 6:30 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.

Registration Link: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/quality-rated-and-caps-qa-session-tickets-37850735569

Location: Marietta

Date: November 1st

Time: 11 a.m. – 12 p.m.

Registration Link: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/quality-rated-and-caps-qa-session-tickets-37851149808
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GAEYC Technical Assistance Specialist of the Year
Our very own Technical Assistance Team Leader, Amanda Blizard, has been selected as the
Technical Assistance Specialist of the Year by the Georgia Association for the Education of
Young Children (GAEYC). She will be honored at the GAEYC Awards Ceremony on Saturday,
October 7th.
In the nomination, Amanda was described as someone who is “respected as a down-toearth, real-world advisor concerning child care. She helps providers discover what works
best for themselves by asking questions and offering suggestions for sustained program
improvements.”
We are thrilled to see Amanda be honored for her great work and congratulate her on this recognition!

Updated CACFP Meal Pattern Requirements
In preparation for the implementation of updated CACFP meal pattern requirements, Nutrition Services has created
a number of resources to provide guidance to institutions and sponsors. These updated meal pattern requirements
went into effect October 1, 2017. Below is a list of policy guidance and memoranda that provides additional
information about the updated CACFP meal pattern requirements:
Questions and Answers on the Updated Meal Pattern Requirements for the CACFP:
http://decal.ga.gov/documents/attachments/Q&AUpdatedMealPatternRequirementsCACFP.pdf
Implementation of the Updated Child and Adult Care Food Program Meal Pattern Requirements and the National
School Lunch and School Breakfast Programs’ Infant and Preschool Meal Patterns:
http://decal.ga.gov/documents/attachments/ImplementCACFPMealPatternReqmts.pdf
CACFP Updated Meal Pattern Online Resources:
http://decal.ga.gov/documents/attachments/CACFPUpdatedMealPatternResources052017.pdf
Transition Period for the Updated CACFP Meal Patterns:
http://decal.ga.gov/documents/attachments/TransitionPeriodUpdatedCACFPMealPatterns.pdf
Vegetable and Fruit Requirements in the CACFP, with Questions and Answers:
http://decal.ga.gov/documents/attachments/VegetableFruitReqCACFPQA052017.pdf
Grain-Based Desserts in the CACFP:
http://decal.ga.gov/documents/attachments/GrainBasedDessertsCACFP.pdf
Grain Requirements in the Child and Adult Care Food Program; Questions and Answers:
http://decal.ga.gov/documents/attachments/GrainReqmtCACFPQ&A.pdf
Crediting Tofu and Soy Yogurt Products in the Child and Adult Care Food Program (CACFP):
http://decal.ga.gov/documents/attachments/CreditingTofuSoyYogurtProductsCACFP.pdf
Nutrition Requirements for Fluid Milk and Fluid Milk Substitutions in the Child and Adult Care Food Program, Q&A:
http://decal.ga.gov/documents/attachments/FluidMilkRequirementsCACFPQA.pdf
DECAL Revised Forms to Reflect the CACFP Updated Meal Pattern Requirements:
http://decal.ga.gov/documents/attachments/DECALRVDFormsReflectCACFPUpdatedMealPatternReqmt.pdf

For questions regarding policy and memoranda, contact Sonja Adams, Policy Administrator at
Sonja.Adams@decal.ga.gov. For questions regarding the updated CACFP meal pattern requirements, contact
your assigned Technical Assistance (TA) Coordinator or email the TA Team at NutritionTA@decal.ga.gov.
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Child Care Services Rules & Regulations Updates
As you know, a child’s first years in school can set the tone for the
future school years. For this reason it is important to make sure they
are prepared socially, emotionally, intellectually, and physically to enter
kindergarten. The Georgia Department of Education (GaDOE) has partnered with the Department of Early Care and Learning (DECAL) in an
effort to help both schools and families with the transition to kindergarten.
We are pleased and excited to announce the launch of a parent resource website for the GKIDS Readiness
Check! The site will serve as a resource for parents to learn more about kindergarten readiness, the skills assessed
on the GKIDS Readiness Check, and activities to help support their child’s development at home. The site includes
Spanish translation and closed captioning.
Please share this site with your students’ families at upcoming events, such as meet and greet, open house, curriculum night, and parent conferences, as well as on your system/school webpage. We also ask that you share this
information with your elementary school principals and teachers (pre-K and K). The website may be accessed using
the following links: GKIDSReadinessCheck.gadoe.org or (a shorter version) KReady.gadoe.org.

Emergency Preparedness
With all the recent emergency weather events, now is the time to ensure your
emergency plans are reviewed and updated regularly. In the event of an emergency,
the best way to keep children safe is to be prepared. Emergency preparedness
resources are available on the DECAL website. Child Care Aware also has resources,
including disaster planning guides available on the website (childcareaware.org) for
centers and family child care homes.

Congratulations to Central Georgia’s Newest
Quality Rated Providers
Valentina Bailey
Cathy Battle
Childcare Network #267

Jennifer Porter
Pure Love Learning Center
Rainbow Child Care Center (McDonough)

Child's World Comprehensive Learning Center, Inc.

Rex Childcare & Early Learning Center

Tamika Davis

Sandy's Sandbox, Lanier Heights

Glascock Co. Head Start Center

Tender Years Learning Center #14

Bettie Godoy

The Chestnut Treehouse II

Twyler Jones

The Children's Center at Mulberry

Kids 4 Kompany

The Right Start Early Learning Center II

La Petite Academy - Taylor

Frances Villarreal

M & S Magical Stars Daycare II

Watch Me Grow Learning Center II

Peaceful Learning Center

Glascock Co. Head Start Center
*Ratings as of 9/22/17
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Oh the Relationships You Will Make...
We often say that Quality Rated is a journey and that our job is to help you walk that journey. This means that we
place a great emphasis on building relationships with the early learning professionals we serve. During the recent
Family Child Care Provider Support Network Meeting, Edelina Lane highlighted just how meaningful these relationships can be.
Edelina and her husband Lt. Col. Charles Lane wanted to show their appreciation for all the support they received
from their Technical Assistance provider, Allegra Jackson, by presenting
her with a very special and unique gift. Lt. Col. Lane is currently serving
our country in Afghanistan as an Inspector General for the Dept. of
Defense. At the request of his wife, he secured a flag to present to Allegra
to show just how much they appreciated her support.
The flag was first flown at the Resolute Support (RS) Combat Headquarters on 9/11/16 with full military (US Army) honors and a military ceremony. Afterwards, it was flown on Thanksgiving Day at the US Embassy in
Kabul, Afghanistan with full military (US Marines) honors and a ceremony.
According to Lt Col Lane, “Lina thought the dual ceremony perfectly
recognizes and represents your commitment to those values that are truly
important. Needless to say, we are both so very grateful for your support
and endless inspiration. What you have done for Lina and her students
cannot be measured in time nor materials. Your support has been, and
remains, uniquely priceless.”
This very special gift shows just how impactful the provider/TA relationship can be! We thank Edelina for her
acknowledgement of Allegra. We would also like to take this opportunity to thank Lt. Col. Lane for his 22 years of
service in the Army and his continued service with the Dept. of Defense.

Family Child Care PSN in Region 3 Holds Kick-Off Meeting
The first Peer Support Network (PSN) for Family Child Care providers in Region 3 kicked off in September. As we
reported in our last newsletter, the PSN was created by child care providers to share ideas, success stories, and
lessons learned during the Quality Rated experience. It is open to all licensed child care programs. Meetings are
facilitated by a Quality Rated Ambassador, chosen from a 2-star or 3-star Quality Rated program—with this one
facilitated by Edelina Lane of Ellenwood.
The next meeting is scheduled for December 9th. If you would
like to become involved in the Peer Support Network send an
email to: qualityratedpsn@decal.ga.gov.

If you want to go fast, go alone.
If you want to go far, go with others.
-African Proverb
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DECAL Launches Phase 2 of PEACH
Bright from the Start: Georgia Department of Early Care and Learning announces the launch of Phase 2 of PEACH
(Planning Educational Activities for CHildren). PEACH is an interactive website that puts thousands of high-quality,
developmentally appropriate activities at the teachers’ fingertips. The activities available are designed for children
ranging in age from birth to five years old and are directly linked to the Georgia Early Learning and Development
Standards (GELDS). With input from focus groups across the state, we’ve added new features. In Phase 2, teachers
now have ability to:







Create customized lesson plans
Create and generate customized schedules
Copy plans into multiple classrooms
Share plans with others across the state
Include multiple age groups on a single lesson plan
Choose a variety of activities in each of the GELDS
domains
 Explore GELDS domains and strands with a new
dropdown feature
 Create and add unique activities of their own












Add children’s names to individualized activities
Plan for adaptations or modifications as needed
Design a plan to assess children’s progress
Designate favorite activities to come back and use later
Create customized “favorite folders”
Listen to audio examples of songs
View images of how to create materials and games
Save lesson plans
Print, download, or email lesson plans
Get immediate support using the Help Desk feature

To access PEACH, please visit www.peach.decal.ga.gov. Please share this great resource with teachers and/or with
others whom you might support. A webinar highlighting Phase 2 enhancements is also available for review at
http://www.gelds.decal.ga.gov/Resources.aspx. If teachers experience technical issues, they can contact technical support at bestpractices@gsu.edu. If you have questions or feedback regarding PEACH, please feel free to
contact Demetria Joyce, Instructional Learning Manager, at demetria.joyce@decal.ga.gov.

Directors: Looking for Training to Improve Your “Soft” Skills?
HRDQ-U is a learning community for organization development professionals, managers, supervisors and leaders.
They offer a free webinar every Wednesday at 2 p.m. If you can’t participate in a live webinar, you can also access
archived webinars at anytime. A variety of topics are covered, including: change management, communication
skills, conflict and stress, and much more!

To learn more or participate in a webinar, visit:
https://www.hrdqu.com/
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Training Calendar
All trainings are Beginner level unless otherwise noted.
Courses identified with the GaPDS icon require registration to be completed through the GaPDS website.
Log-in to your account at https://gapds.decal.ga.gov/.
Date

Saturday,
November
18

Saturday,
December
2

Saturday,
December
2

Time

Topic

9 a.m. – 1
4 credit

Quality Rated: ECERS-3 In-Depth

9 a.m. – 1
4 credit

Quality Rated: ITERS In-Depth

9 a.m. – 1
4 credit

Quality Rated: ECERS-3 In-Depth

9 a.m. – 1
4 credit

Quality Rated: ITERS In-Depth

8 a.m. – 10 a
2 credit
10:15 a.m. –
12:15 p.m.
2 credit hours
1:15 p.m. - 3:15 p.m.
2 credit hours

Saturday,
January
13

10 a.m. – 2
4 credit

Saturday,
January
20

8 a.m. – 10 a.m.
2 credit hours
10:15 a.m. –
12:15 p.m.
2 credit hours
1 p.m. – 3
2 credit

Comments

Central Georgia
Technical College
I Building: 2nd Floor Quads
3300 Macon Tech Drive
Macon, GA 31206
Merle Manders
Conference Center
Meeting Room 1 and 4
111 Davis Rd,
Stockbridge, GA 30281

Individualization:
When One Size Doesn’t Fit All

$10

Dramatic Play Makeover: Prop Boxes

$10

A Firm Foundation: Why Early Learning
Matters

Free

Standards 104:
Planning Lessons Using the GELDS
-Intermediate Level Training-

Location

FREE

Stepping Stones Learning
Center
Fellowship Hall
115 N. Madison Ave.
Eatonton, GA 31024
Central Georgia
Technical College
H Building: 107 A
54 GA-22,
Milledgeville, GA 31061

Standards 101: How to Use the GELDS
FREE
Standards 102: Child Development
Standards 103: Developmentally
Appropriate Practices

Lakeside Church
Worship Center
5800 Lake Oconee Pkwy,
Greensboro, GA 30642

For More Information & Additional Sessions
In addition to the training sessions listed above, we will be regularly adding training to the calendar on our website.
We will schedule additional training, including Quality Rated training, throughout the quarter to meet the needs in
our region - so please check our website regularly for updates!
If you need a specific training, please email us at ccrrcentralga@augusta.edu and provide the following information:
title of training you are looking for, the city where you are located, and the number of people in need of training.
We will use that information to schedule additional training sessions throughout the quarter and will
advertise them on our website.
To get our up-to-date listing of available training sessions or details on any of the sessions listed above,
visit our website at www.leapccrr.org/events or you can use a QR Reader App on your mobile device to
scan the image on the right for a quick link.
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Training Policies & Registration
REGISTRATION
Participants must register for Quality Rated and Standards (GELDS) training through their GaPDS account at
https://gapds.decal.ga.gov/. These training sessions are identified on our calendar by the GaPDS logo.
Participants registering for any sessions not included in GaPDS must pre‐register and pay any applicable fees in
order to attend the class of choice.
Enrollment is on a first-come, first-served basis. This includes all Quality Rated courses offered.
 If payment is required, your enrollment will NOT be processed until payment is received.
 We will NOT collect fees at the time of the class.
 Enrollment will be closed (and registration fee returned if necessary) when class limit is reached.
Participants that register through email or fax submission will receive email confirmation from Leap Early
Learning Partners when their registration has been processed and confirmed. Until you receive this email,
your registration is not confirmed.
FEES
Training fees must be received before the training date noted on the calendar in order to be registered. Fees
received in our office after the training date will be returned, or a credit will be given towards another class.
Fees may be mailed, with registration form, to the following address:
Leap Early Learning Partners
277 Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd., Suite 104
Macon, GA 31201
We currently accept payment in the form of credit cards (online), checks, money orders, and cash (office). To pay by
credit card, visit leapccrr.org/events. Cash fees may be dropped off during our normal business hours: Monday Friday 8:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. Checks and money orders should be made payable to Augusta University.

ADDITIONAL TRAINING POLICIES
For a complete list of our training polices, please visit www.leapccrr.org/events and find the link
under the details for each training or use a QR Code Reader App to scan the image to the right.
If you have any other questions, please contact Justin Wiggins at juwiggins@augusta.edu or
478-751-3021 or toll free at 877-228-3566.
If you choose to register by mail, please include a copy of the form below with your payment.
Name:

County of Employment:

Cell Phone:

Work Phone:

E-mail Address:

Child Care Program Name:

License #:

$
$
$
$
$
CEU’s are available for $3 per credit hour. Please check here and include these
fees in your total payment.

TOTAL: __________

Augusta University
Leap Early Learning Partners
277 Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd., Suite 104
Macon, GA 31201

Non-Profit Org
U.S. Postage
PAID
Augusta, GA
Permit No. 210

Need your address corrected? Want to receive our e-newsletter blasts? Have something you would like to share?
Let us know by e-mailing us at: ccrrcentralga@augusta.edu.
Leap Early Learning Partners is a Child Care Resource and Referral program of Augusta University. We are funded by Bright from the Start: Georgia Department of Early Care
and Learning using the federal Child Care and Development Fund. Augusta University is an Affirmative Action/Equal Opportunity Educational Institution.

QR Bonus Packages - Don’t Miss Out!
Bonus packages are one of the many benefits of participating in Quality Rated. While
always subject to funding, the packages will not be given to programs who:




Are not participating in Quality Rated by 6/30/18, OR
Receive a star rating after 12/31/2020, OR
Have already received three or more bonus packages.

Don’t miss out on the opportunity for your program to benefit from these packages, valued between $3,000 $6,000. Take a look at all that is available in the bonus packages by visiting
https://qualityrated.decal.ga.gov/Shared/Help.aspx?v=bp.

And remember, programs must be rated by 12/31/2020 in order to receive CAPS funding.
Get started today to make sure you don’t miss out!
To get your program started, visit www.qualityrated.decal.ga.gov:
 Create an account and complete a brief application with demographic
information about your program to get started on the path to becoming Quality
Rated.
 Select Create Account on the left and follow the posted instructions. Confirm
your account by completing the directions emailed to you.
 Log into your account to complete the application by entering basic demographic information about your
program.
 Register for the Quality Rated Orientation.

