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Dear Georgia Child Care Providers, 
 
Read Across Georgia month (March 2018) just ended, and I thank all of you who focused on reading during this  
annual event. Reading is a critical life skill, and as a child care provider, you have the privilege and responsibility to 
lay a solid foundation for pre-literacy in the lives of the children entrusted to your care. 
 
In preparing for this year’s Read Across Georgia, I wanted to find out what others in history have thought and said 
about reading. My research led me to some amazing quotations. As you read the following, keep in mind that ALL 
these quotations were made more than 100 years ago: 

 
In the early 1700s, Voltaire said, “Let us read and let us dance – two amusements that will never do any harm to 
the world.” 

 
African-American statesman and abolitionist Frederick Douglass said, “Once you learn to read, you will be free for-
ever.” 

 
From French author Victor Hugo: “To learn to read is to light a fire; every syllable that is spelled out is a spark.” 

 
American psychologist and philosopher William James said, “So it is with children who learn to read fluently and 
well: They begin to take flight into whole new worlds as easily as young birds take to the sky.” 

 
Novelist Marcel Proust wrote: “There are perhaps no days of our childhood we lived so fully as those we spent 
with a favorite book.” 

 
And in the 20th century, Nobel Prize winner in literature William Faulkner summed it up with three simple words, 
“Read, read, read.” 

 
These wise words illustrate that throughout history, literacy… reading has been recognized as an exercise…that 
does no harm…that sets people free…that transports children to new worlds they may never experience other-
wise. 
 
Thank you for your part in helping children learn to read so that eventually they can read to learn. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Amy M. Jacobs, Commissioner 
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Georgia’s Pre-K & Summer Transition Program Applications 
 

The 2018-2019 Pre-K Application Package for new programs will be posted on the DECAL website on March 26, 
2018.  The Application Package will contain information for programs that do not currently have a grant to  
administer a Georgia’s Pre-K class.  The application will include the requirements for providers, information on the 
funding process and the deadline for submission.  Child care centers with licensed capacity for 22 children, local 
school systems, charter schools, and other public institutions (e.g. universities, military bases) are eligible to apply.  
Programs that currently operate a lottery-funded Georgia’s Pre-K Program will submit their application online 
through the PANDA database. 
 

Programs that are interested in Georgia’s Pre-K may go to the website for information about how to become a 
Georgia’s Pre-K Provider: http://www.decal.ga.gov/BftS/StartingAGeorgiaPrekProgram.aspx. 
 

DECAL will be offering a Pre-K Summer Transition Program (STP) this year.  The Rising Kindergarten STP is a six-
week intensive academic program for rising kindergarteners who didn’t attend a Georgia's Pre-K or Head Start  
program or who did attend one of these programs but need additional academic support before entering kinder-
garten.  Families must meet eligibility requirements to participate.  The Rising Pre-K STP is a six-week program    
designed to support children registered to attend Georgia’s Pre-K or Head Start in the fall whose home language is 
Spanish.   
 

Only current Pre-K providers in good standing with DECAL programs (Pre-K, Child Care Services, Child and Parent 
Services (CAPS), Nutrition Services, and Audits and Compliance) are eligible to offer the Summer Transition  
Program.  Providers wanting to offer the program must complete a special application online and submit it by 
March 22, 2018.  Programs offering the Rising Pre-K STP are selected by DECAL.  Programs may email                 
summerschool@decal.ga.gov for additional information. 

Georgia’s Workforce Knowledge and Competencies 
or  

DECAL is excited to announce the release of the newly revised Georgia’s Workforce Knowledge and Competencies 
(WKCs), which replace the Early Care and Education (ECE) and the School Aged Children (SAC) competencies. The 
WKCs serve as a framework and guide for quality professional development for Georgia’s early learning                
professionals. 
  

The new WKCs are significantly different from the previous ECE and SAC competencies with which you may be    
familiar. We believe that you will find them helpful as you select professional development offerings for yourself or 
for your staff. Visit http://decal.ga.gov/InstructionalSupports/ProfessionalLearning.aspx to download a copy of the 
WKCs. The Georgia’s Workforce Knowledge and Competencies Revised 2017 can be found at the top of the        
Documents list at the bottom of the Professional Learning page. 
  

For the rest of 2018, trainers will begin to transition to the new WKC codes on the certificates they issue. You may 
continue to see the old ECE and SAC codes certificates throughout the rest of 2018 (for example, ECE 2 or SAC 1). 
You will also begin to see the new codes, which look like this: ECE 2.4. Both the old and the new codes will be       
accepted by the Georgia Professional Development System (GaPDS) through the end of the 2018. Trainings          
delivered after January 1, 2019 must reflect the new WKC codes on their certificates. The administrator (ADM) 
codes are not affected by this change. 
  

If you are an approved trainer and would like more information about the new WKCs and the transition process, 
visit http://decal.ga.gov/InstructionalSupports/ProfessionalLearning.aspx and click on the webinars tab at the 
bottom of the Professional Learning page. 

http://www.decal.ga.gov/BftS/StartingAGeorgiaPrekProgram.aspx
mailto:summerschool@decal.ga.gov
http://decal.ga.gov/InstructionalSupports/ProfessionalLearning.aspx
http://decal.ga.gov/InstructionalSupports/ProfessionalLearning.aspx
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Quality Rated Provider Spotlight  
Ebenezer UMC Preschool 
Rockdale County 
 

Answers provided by Dr. Mollita Clark, Program Director - pictured here  
with her daughter 

 

Why did we decide to participate in Quality Rated?  
When I would tour potential families, I would discuss the quality care that we provided to our children and how ex-
perienced and well-trained our staff was. I heard about the quality rated program and decided to have proof that 
our program went above and beyond the state requirements. I knew this program would help us reach our goal of 
wanting to provide the best care and learning environment for young children.  
 

What did I enjoy most about the QR process?  
Our staff enjoyed the trainings offered and the assistance of the Technical Assistance (TA). We were able to receive 
free training that would explain the process to us. Our TA was very knowledgeable and helpful throughout the    
entire process.  She provided support when needed via email or phone and was flexible about scheduling meetings.  
 

What impact has QR made in our program? 
Not only has QR helped us with the marketing of our program, but we have received a plethora of supplies and ma-
terials to enhance our learning centers. The children enjoy the new “toys”, and learning is even more fun for them 
now. The teachers have and appreciate a new way of interacting with the children in their care, while providing an 
even more safe and healthy learning environment.  

All my Kidz Academy LLC   J’C 3 Lil Angels Learning Center  

Deborah Q. Bolden   Elaine G. Jamison  

Bright Star @ Hartley Station   Joshua House Early Care & Learning Center  

Childcare Network #230   Lillie’s Lil Lamb Daycare & Learning Center II  

Discovery Point #61   McDuffie County Head Start Center  

First Assembly of God Day Care   Beverly D. Mercer  

FOJM Learning Center   Misty Sue’s Christian 24 Hour Child Care   

G.R. Lighthouse Learning Center   Nyree D. Sears  

Nicole F. Harris-Heber   Small Treasures Learning Center  

Innovative Playskool Child Care   Rising Stars Enrichment Center  

   *Ratings through 03/22/18  

Congratulations to Central Georgia’s  
Newest Quality Rated Providers 

Mollita was a faithful participant in our 2017 Monthly D2D Meetings and is now hosting  
the 2018 meetings at her site in Conyers.   

 
Mollita received her Doctorate of Business Administration in Leadership in February 2018.   

We congratulate her on this outstanding achievement and thank her for her unwavering commitment to  
quality early childhood education! 
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You’re Invited:  Our 2018 Director to Director (D2D) Meetings 
  

In partnership with Quality Care for Children and The Georgia Alliance, we encourage you to join us for these 
monthly support meetings.  You will be able to connect with other local early education professionals, ask questions 
to the group, and share best practices from your program.  Space is limited to the first 25 providers who register.  
 
Meetings are held at Ebenezer UMC Preschool, located at 2533 Stanton Road SE in Conyers, GA.  Attendees will  
receive 2 BFTS ADM State-Approved Training Hours, unless otherwise noted.  Upcoming dates and topics include: 
 

April 17:  Kindergarten Readiness - A plan to ensure your teachers, students and parents are prepared for  
transition into elementary school (SAC-5 ADM-9). 
 

May 15: Tools for Evaluation and Review of Your Program - Taking Stock: The relationship between the  
organizational health checklist and best outcomes for service delivery of your program (ADM-2 ADM-9). 
 

June 19:  Topic to be determined during April meeting.   
  

July 17:  Supervising and Developing Staff Competence - Keys to effective supervision, challenges and the  
exploration of management knowledge and skill areas (ADM-4  ADM-9).  
 

August 21: Ensuring Emotional Health in Your Early Childhood Program as a Workplace - Supporting the five    

critical emotional needs of children, their families and for your staff (ECE-4  ADM-4). Based on the Book, “How  

to Raise Emotionally Healthy Children” by Dr. Gerald Newmark, Ph.D.    
 

For questions or to register, email:  LeapTraining@augusta.edu.  

Training vs. Learning 
Maybe it’s time for a change.  Not a big change, but an important one.  Maybe it’s time we 
stop thinking about “training” and start thinking about “learning.”  After all, training      
happens in a day or a couple of hours, but learning is what matters.  It starts in that day or 
those couple of hours, but it continues long after the training is done.    
  

So, how do we make this change? 
  
At Leap, we’re working to help providers move from “training” to “learning” through the use of “Post-Training 
Plans.”  These are simple sheets used by providers to capture what they’re learning in a training and to plan how 
they’re going to use what they’ve learned when they return to work.   
  
In our face-to-face trainings, we will distribute the plans to every participant and encourage them to commit to at 
least one or two actions and to share their plans with a supervisor and, maybe, their TA or co-teacher when they 
return to work.  For free online trainings like those from Cox Campus, we are posting plans on our website for 
teachers to download and use.   
  
By moving from “training” to “learning,” we are choosing to focus less on the trainer and more on the trainee, less 
on an event and more on an effect, less on how many hours we’ve had to how much and how often will we use 
what we’ve learned.  We’ll still call our work “training,” but we hope that providers will choose to see themselves 
not as training participants but lifelong learners capable of doing great things in the lives of our littlest learners.   
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Attention Child Care Professionals In & Around Henry County 

The One Henry Economic Development Alliance Workforce Development Team and many other local partners   
invite you to join them at an interactive forum to talk about the growth in Henry County and how the child care 
needs of families are changing. 
 
WHAT:  Child Care:  The Foundation for Economic Growth 
 

WHEN:  Saturday, April 28, 2018 from 8:30 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. 
 

WHERE: Hudgins Room, Henry County Chamber of Commerce 
  1709 Highway 20 West, McDonough, Georgia 
 

TOPICS: Explosive growth in Henry County 
  Impact of child care availability on economic development 
  Opportunities in the expanding child care market 
  Quality Rated and preferred provider referrals 
  Feedback from the field:  meeting the changing needs of our community 
 

PARTNERS: Henry County Development Authority 
  Atlanta Metro Chamber of Commence 
  Leap Early Learning Partners 
  Henry County Business and Industry Leaders 
  Clayton State University 
  Quality Rated early learning program leaders 

…and YOU! 
 

Register Early!  Visit www.clayton.edu/ce & choose Upcoming Courses.  Or you can call 678-466-5118. 

Summer Food Service Program Begins Soon  

 
The summer months are quickly approaching, which means the Summer Food Service Program (SFSP) season will 
soon begin. The Summer Food Service Program (SFSP) provides free, healthy meals to children up to age 18 during 
the summer when school is out of session. While over 60% of Georgia’s children receive free or reduced-price 
meals during the school year, that resource is not available during the summer months. For the more than one   
million children that receive these meals during the school year, the SFSP fills the gap and ensures children have 
continued access to nutritious meals during the summer. 
 
To find meal sites serving free meals this summer: 
 

 Visit http://decal.ga.gov/Nutrition/Search.aspx and search for “Summer Food Meal Sites” 
 

 Visit http://fns.usda.gov/summerfoodrocks and enter your address to find sites located near you 
 

 Call 1-855-550-SFSP (7377) 
 

 Text “FOODGA” to 877-877 
 
There are several ways you can make a difference in your community. Share ways to find meal sites, promote the 
program in your community, encourage community-based organizations to learn more and serve as sponsors, or  
volunteer at meal sites. For more information on how to get involved, contact Shani Drake, Marketing & Outreach  
Manager at shani.drake@decal.ga.gov.  

http://www.clayton.edu/ce
http://decal.ga.gov/Nutrition/Search.aspx
http://fns.usda.gov/summerfoodrocks
mailto:shani.drake@decal.ga.gov
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Training Calendar 
All trainings are Beginner level unless otherwise noted.   

Courses identified with the GaPDS icon require registration to be completed through the GaPDS website.                                    
Log-in to your account at https://gapds.decal.ga.gov/.   

 For More Information & Additional Sessions 
 

In addition to the training sessions listed above, we will be regularly adding training to the calendar on our website.  We 
will schedule additional training, including Quality Rated training, throughout the quarter to meet the needs in our region 
- so please check our website regularly for updates!   
 

If you need a specific training, please email us at ccrrcentralga@augusta.edu and provide the following    
information:  title of training you are looking for, the city where you are located, and the number of   
people in need of training.  We will use that information to schedule additional training sessions through-
out the quarter and will advertise them on our website.     
 

Date Time Topic Comments Location 

Tuesday, 
May 15 

10 a.m. – 12 p.m. 
2 credit hours 

 Tools for Evaluation and  
Review of Your Program  

-For Directors Only- 
 

Ebenezer UMC 
2533 Stanton Rd SE, 
Conyers, GA 30094  

Saturday, 
May 19 

8 a.m. – 10 a  
2 credit  

Standards 101: How to Use the GELDS 

 

Holiday Inn Macon North 
Meeting Room B 

3953 River Place Dr. 
Macon, GA 31210  

10:15 a.m. – 12:15 p.m. 
2 credit hours 

Standards 102: Child Development 

1:15 p.m. - 3:15 p.m. 
2 credit hours 

Standards 103: Developmentally  
Appropriate Practices 

Saturday, 
May 19 

9 a.m. – 1  
4 credit  

Quality Rated: FCCERS In-Depth  

 

Clayton County Police Dept. 
Media Room 

7911 N. McDonough St. 
Jonesboro, GA 30236  

Saturday, 
June 16 

9 a.m. – 1  
4 credit  

Quality Rated: ECERS-3 In-Depth   

 

Merle Manders  
Conference Center 

Meeting Room 4 & 123  
111 Davis Rd,  

Stockbridge, GA 30281  

9 a.m. – 1  
4 credit  

Quality Rated: ITERS In-Depth  

Saturday, 
June 30 

8 a.m. - 3:15 p.m.  
6 credit hours 

Classroom Interactions: 
The Best Way to a Great Day 

For Everyone! 
-Intermediate Level Training-  

$30 

Hilton Garden Inn Atlanta  
South-McDonough 
Geranium Ballroom 

95 Highway 81 West, 
McDonough, GA 30253  

Tuesday, 
July 17 

10 a.m. – 12 p.m. 
2 credit hours 

Supervising and Developing 
Staff Competence  

-For Directors Only- 
Free 

Ebenezer UMC 
2533 Stanton Rd SE, 
Conyers, GA 30094  

Saturday, 
July 28 

9 a.m. – 1  
4 credit  

Standards 104:  
Planning Lessons Using the GELDS 

-Intermediate Level Training-  

 
Free 

Anderson Conference Center  
Boston 3 

5171 Eisenhower Pkwy.  
Suite A 

Macon, GA 31206    

https://gapds.decal.ga.gov/C:/Users/CCRR/Documents/20131010-E-Learning%20Instructional%20Design%20(no%20classes%20Oct.%2016-17).1013(598014572)
mailto:ccrrcentralga@augusta.edu
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 Training Policies & Registration 
 

REGISTRATION 
Participants must register for Quality Rated and Standards (GELDS) training through their GaPDS account at     
https://gapds.decal.ga.gov/.  These training sessions are identified on our calendar by the GaPDS logo. 
Participants registering for any sessions not included in GaPDS must pre‐register and pay any applicable fees in 
order to attend the class of choice. 
 

Enrollment is on a first-come, first-served basis. This includes all Quality Rated courses offered. 
 If payment is required, your enrollment will NOT be processed until payment is received. 
 We will NOT collect fees at the time of the class. 
 Enrollment will be closed (and registration fee returned if necessary) when class limit is reached. 

 

Participants that register through email or fax submission will receive email confirmation from Leap Early   
Learning Partners when their registration has been processed and confirmed.  Until you receive this email,  
your registration is not confirmed.   
 

FEES 

Training fees must be received before the training date noted on the calendar in order to be registered.  Fees        
received in our office after the training date will be returned, or a credit will be given towards another class. 
Fees may be mailed, with registration form, to the following address:  
 Leap Early Learning Partners 
 277 Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd., Suite 104 
 Macon, GA 31201 
 

We currently accept payment in the form of credit cards (online), checks, money orders, and cash (office). To pay by 
credit card, visit leapccrr.org/events.  Cash fees may be dropped off during our normal business hours: Monday -  
Friday 8:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.  Checks and money orders should be made payable to Augusta University. 
 

ADDITIONAL TRAINING POLICIES 

For a complete list of our training polices, please visit www.leapccrr.org/events and find the link 
under the details for each training or use a QR Code Reader App to scan the image to the right. 
If you have any other questions, please contact us at LeapTraining@augusta.edu or  
478-751-3021 or toll free at 877-228-3566.   

  TOTAL:  __________ 

    

      $ 

      $ 

      $ 

      $ 

      $ 

Name:  County of Employment:   

Cell Phone:   Work Phone:  

E-mail Address:   

Child Care Program Name:  License #:   

If you choose to register by mail, please include a copy of the form below with your payment. 



Non-Profit Org 

U.S. Postage 

PAID 

Augusta, GA  

Permit No. 210 

Leap Early Learning Partners is a Child Care Resource and Referral program of Augusta University.  We are funded by Bright from the Start: Georgia Department of Early Care 

and Learning using the federal Child Care and Development Fund.  Augusta University is an Affirmative Action/Equal Opportunity Educational Institution.   

Augusta University 
Leap Early Learning Partners 
277 Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd., Suite 104 
Macon, GA  31201 

Need your address corrected?  Want to receive our e-newsletter blasts?  Have something you would like to share?   

Let us know by e-mailing us at:  ccrrcentralga@augusta.edu. 

QR Bonus Packages - Don’t Miss Out! 
 

Bonus packages are one of the many benefits of participating in Quality Rated.  These 
packages are time limited and may be discontinued at any time. To be eligible for a QR 
bonus package, programs must meet all of the following: 
 

 1. Participate (complete an application) in Quality Rated by 6/30/18. 
 2. Receive a one, two, or three star rating by 12/31/2020. 
 3. Have received less than three bonus packages. 
 

Don’t miss out on the opportunity for your program to benefit from these packages, valued between $3,000 - $6,000.  
Take a look at all that is available in the bonus packages by visiting  

https://qualityrated.decal.ga.gov/Shared/Help.aspx?v=bp. 

 

 

QR eligible providers must be star rated by 12/31/2020  
in order to continue to receive CAPS funding. 

Our offices will be closed on May 28th and July 4th in observance of Memorial Day and Independence Day. 

Don’t Forget Fire Safety! 

 

The State Fire Marshall requires all child care providers to participate in a 5-hour initial caregiver fire safety training and 
a 2-hour refresher every three years.  Fortunately, there are over 500 instructors throughout the state and a website 
that provides a simple method for identifying and registering for upcoming classes.   
 

For more information, visit the Office of Insurance and Safety Fire Commissioner website at https://www.oci.ga.gov/
PublicEducation/Home.aspx (then to Quick Links).  A link to this as well as the rule can be found on the Leap Early 
Learning Partners Resource Link page at http://leapccrr.org/links/.   

https://www.oci.ga.gov/PublicEducation/Home.aspx
https://www.oci.ga.gov/PublicEducation/Home.aspx
http://leapccrr.org/links/

