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Dear Early Care and Education Providers,  
 

In the early 1990s Governor Zell Miller insisted that part of the Georgia Lottery for Education proceeds be dedicated 

to a voluntary prekindergarten program to ensure that Georgia’s youngest students were prepared to enter Kinder-

garten. Since then, Georgia’s Pre-K Program and DECAL have worked diligently with providers like you to that end. 

But for some of Georgia’s youngest students, the transition from Georgia’s Pre-K Program to Kindergarten is      

challenging. That is why over the past few years DECAL has focused on making the transition as seamless and effec-

tive as possible through the following efforts.  
 

DECAL has worked closely with the Georgia Department of Education (GaDOE) to align Pre-K and Kindergarten 

standards, curricula, and assessment. The new Georgia Early Learning and Development Standards (GELDS) align 

what is expected of four year olds with what will be expected of Kindergarten students.  
 

Continued on page 2 

Coming Soon:  New & Improved Website 
 

We have been working hard to get our new website ready to go and plan to launch it very soon.  The new site will  
be much more user-friendly and is full of valuable resources for anyone that cares for young children.   
 

What can you expect to see? 
 

 Details about how we can support you 

 Schedule of professional development opportunities throughout the region  

 News about upcoming and ongoing events that may be of interest to you  

 Opportunities for networking with other professionals 

 Resources, including links to various partners and downloadable documents to support the work you do 

 

Like us on Facebook to be notified  

as soon as our new site goes live.   

 

Once the new site is up and running, we 
would love to hear your feedback!  You 

can share your thoughts by emailing us at 
ccrrcentralga@gru.edu. 
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There has never been a better time  
to get Quality Rated! 

 
Call us now to request technical assistance or support in completing your application. 

 

If you are interested in learning more about Quality Rated, visit 

http://decal.ga.gov/QualityInitiatives/QualityRated.aspx 

or email the Quality Rated Help Desk at QualityRated@decal.ga.gov or call 1-855-800-7747. 
 

To participate in our Quality Rated Technical Assistance Project,  

contact us at ccrrcentralga@gru.edu or at 877-228-3566.  

 

Looking for Quality Rated training?  Visit our website at www.gru.edu/ccrr.   

In addition to training advertised on our printed quarterly calendar, training sessions scheduled after the calendar 

is  mailed will be advertised on our online calendar.  Don’t see one that you need?   

Email us at ccrrcentralga@gru.edu and let us know which class you are looking for. 

Continued from page 1 
 

DECAL is currently working with GaDOE to develop a new Kindergarten Entry Profile (KEP) assessment. The KEP will 

assess kindergarten students during the first six weeks of the school year on the GELDS standards for four year olds. 

This formative assessment will provide a baseline for instruction in Kindergarten and will help re-frame the skills and 

knowledge needed at the beginning of Kindergarten.  
 

Then there are our Summer Transition Programs for Rising Pre-K and Rising Kindergarten students, both of which,   

according to an evaluation conducted in 2014, provide positive experiences for children and their families. These six-

week programs target children in low-income families eligible for subsidized child care. The Rising Kindergarten       

program is for students who were not able to attend Georgia’s Pre-K Program or Head Start during the school year OR 

who attended Georgia’s Pre-K or Head Start but need additional help. The Rising Pre-K program focuses on    children 

from families where Spanish is the home language.  
 

To view highlights from the 2014 evaluation and/or the full report, visit the DECAL website at  

http://www.decal.ga.gov/BftS/SummerTransitionProgram.aspx.  
 

This summer, DECAL will work with many of you to offer 80 summer transition classes for rising Kindergarten students 

and 30 classes for rising Pre-K students making the transition to their respective classes much easier for these students 

who need special attention. But DECAL’s goal is that ALL Georgia’s children receive positive preschool experiences to 

successfully transition them to Kindergarten and beyond. Thank you for the part you are playing in fulfilling Governor 

Miller’s goal.  

 

 

 

Amy M. Jacobs  

Commissioner  

mailto:%20QualityRated@decal.ga.gov


Page 3 SPRING 2015 

Congratulations to Central Georgia’s Newest  
Quality Rated Providers 

 

We would like to congratulate the programs in our region that have already taken the first   

step to publicly proclaim their commitment to quality early learning.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Celebrating Hitting the Submit Button 

Here are just a few pictures of some Clayton County Family Child Care providers as they submitted 

their Quality Rated portfolio.  Congratulations!    
 

 

 

Louisville Head Start 3 Stars Destiny Starr Academy 2 Stars 

Childcare Network #184 2 Stars PCA Head Start - Rockdale 2 Stars 

Wadley Head Start 2 Stars Especially For Kids Christian Academy 3 Stars 

Wrens Head Start 2 Stars East Lake Academy  Inc. 3 Stars 

5-Star Childcare Center 2 Stars Clayton County Child Development Center 2 Stars 

All About Kids  Inc. 2 Stars Houston Road Day Care & Learning Center 1 Star 

Pam Aikens 

Jillvonnie Finley 

Valanta Harris 
Barbara Butler, with her TA  

Allegra Jackson 

Mattie Matthews 

Celestine Greene 

1825 Days…  
Between the day children are born and the day they go to kindergarten, there are 1,825 days their brains 

are soaking up information.”                                                           
 - Early Childhood Colorado 
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Quality Rated MythBusters 
 

You may have heard things about Georgia’s Quality Rated Program.  Unfortunately, there are lots of myths out 
there that have kept some from enrolling.  We will dedicate a portion of each of our newsletters to dispel some of 
these myths.  If you haven’t enrolled in Quality Rated yet or have more questions, please give us a call (our contact 
information is on the front page of this newsletter) and we will happily assist you. 
  
Myth:   
In order to be Quality Rated, I must meet every standard in the Environmental Rating Scales and every item in the 
portfolio. 
  
Busted:   
The Environmental Rating Scales (ERS) are intended to help child care professionals assess and improve the level of 
quality that is provided to children.  The scales are not intended to be used as a checklist, but rather a plan for    
continuous quality improvement over time. This means that providers take a look at what they do well and could 
improve upon while understanding that there is room for choice and flexibility regarding what can’t be changed 
(facility or structural issues, for example) and what is not desired in a program.  The intention is that improvements 
are made gradually over time which is much more manageable and sustainable than a lot of major changes made all 
at once.   
  
The Portfolio is intended to help programs assess the framework or structure of their program. Similar to the ERS 
tools, the portfolio should inform programs of what they are already doing as marks of quality, what changes or   
improvements can be made in the short-term and what long-term goals can be set to further improve the            
program.  Again the idea is to make gradual changes and improvements in all of the areas over a period of time. 
 
There are certain sections of the portfolio that must be completed in order to submit the portfolio.  However, each 
program has the right to choose which items are tackled and which items are better suited as a long-term goal for 
the program.  

Bibb County Family Child Care Information Session 

 
Saturday, May 16, 2015 
9:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. 

Central Georgia Technical College, I Building, Quad B 
330 Macon Tech Drive, Macon, GA  31206 

 
Agenda Items Include:   

Free breakfast, resources, and gifts 
Overviews:  E3Z, Quality Rated & Technical Assistance, and PITC 

Discussion of creating a local FCC Network 
Question & Answer Period and Networking  

To RSVP, please call 478-751-3000 or email ccrrcentralga@gru.edu. 

We are not ‘just’ teachers, we are the managers of the  
world’s greatest resource:  children!   

 

-Robert John Meehan 
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5– Star Childcare Center, Director Onyi Okoronta 
 

Why did we decide to participate in Quality Rated?  
To give the best care/education to the children in our facility.   
 

What did we enjoy most about the QR process?  
We enjoyed seeing our TA come to our center and show us more creative ways to teach our children.   
 

What impact has QR made in my program?  
It has impacted our teaching methods and broadened our knowledge on how to take care of our children.  It has made 
us one of the best quality facilities in Georgia! 

 
 

Chandra Clanton 
How did you feel when you were first asked if you were interested in the Quality Rated project? Why did you enroll? 
My initial reaction was surprise because I was under the impression that I had to be a program that was operating for 
at least a year before participating in the Quality  Rated project.  I chose to enroll because I understood the value of the 
project and wanted to be associated with its high standards. 
 

How have your feelings about the Quality Rated project changed since you enrolled? 
My feelings for the Quality Rated program went from a sense of being overwhelmed to excitement. I am excited       
because I am no longer concerned about the quality of care I provide for my children. Quality Rated assured me about 
all the things that were right about my program. Then they provided tools, skills, as well as resources, on how to       
improve in other areas. 
 

What have you gotten out of participating in the Quality Rated Technical Assistance (TA) project? 
What I have gotten out of the project is, with regard to a program, there is always room for improvement. If one truly 
has a passion for child care, this resource is invaluable. 
 

What do you want others to know about the Quality Rated TA project? 
I would like others to know that the TA project is not as intimidating as it seems. Everyone that is a part of the project 
wants you to be successful - they are on your side!  
 

What is the best reason to participate in the Quality Rated TA project? 
The best reason to participate in the Quality Rated TA project is despite how great your program may be, this project 
gives you the tools to take your program to the next level. 

Quality Rated Provider Spotlight 
 

We are spotlighting two early learning programs, one that has completed the Quality Rated process and     
has received a rating and another that is currently working through the process.   

Learn about their experience with Quality Rated and how it has impacted their programs.  
 

5-Star Childcare Center 
A 2 Star program in College Park, GA 

Chandra Clanton 
Family Child Care, Jonesboro, GA 

“Quality is not an act, it is a habit.”   
-Aristotle 
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Need your address corrected?  Want to receive the e-newsletter instead?  Have something you would like to share in the 

next edition?  Let us know by e-mailing us at:  ccrrcentralga@gru.edu. 

 
 

 

 

 

Our Macon office will be closed on the following dates: 

May 25, July 3, and September 7, 2015 

 

Visit us on Facebook for news, updates, training information, and more!  
 

Follow us on Pinterest for a variety of early learning      
resources, activities, and ideas. 

Interested in Hosting a Training Event? 
 

Leap Early Learning Partners is a non-profit agency that serves 27 counties.  We have provided trainings at       
dozens of locations throughout our region, but we are always looking for new ways to meet the needs of our 
community.  If you are interested in hosting training events at your location or have a recommendation for a free 
or low-cost community-based meeting space, please consider the following list of training location criteria and 
let us know if you are aware of a place that might work: 
 
 Saturday availability from 7 a.m. to 4 p.m. and/or weekday evenings from 5:30 – 9 p.m. 
 Adult-sized tables and chairs for a minimum of 30 people per room.  In some cases, access to multiple rooms 

and/or larger rooms may be ideal. 
 Adequate, convenient, and free parking. 
 Access to air conditioning and heating controls. 
 Screen or large bare wall space for projector use. 
 Limited need to rearrange furniture and/or décor to make the room accommodating. 
 

If you have any suggestions, please email Jason Jacobs, Training Manager, at jjacobs@gru.edu.   

mailto:jjacobs@gru.edu

